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plain, and he had wings folded over his shoulders. All round him was a dim grey light. Mr. 
Phillips says the bat-man was wearing something like the uniform of a paratrooper, and was 
encased in a halo of light. 'I thought all the folk who talk of saucers were crazy, now I don't 
know what to believe. I saw it, whatever it was'." Entities from another type of saucer were the 
subject of a report by two miners, on June 20, 1953, to Sheriff Captain Fred Preston of Marble 
Creek, Calif. The miners, whose adventure drew large, but disappointed crowds to the place, 
are John Black, and John Van Allen. I summarise reports from various American sources, 
newspaper and others : 

"The miners were working in a titanium ore mine at Marble Creek, and on May 20, and again 
on June 20, 1953, saw a strange silvery object composed of two large discs of metal, 12 feet 
wide, and 7 feet thick, land on a sandbar, 100 feet from them. The object was cambered, and 
on its crown was a 'plastic observation dome'. A being, like a man 4 feet tall, human in look, 
with hair and broad shoulders, descended a rope ladder from the machine which rested on four 
metal retractable legs. The being wore a long parka (coat), reaching to below the knees, and 
had a hood thrown back from the head. He wore 'sort of gabardine trousers', tied at the ankles. 
He took a thing of gleaming metal with flat round bottom, flared out like a section of a cone, 
drew water, and went back to the machine, inside which something took it from him. Seeing the 



watching miners, the object took off in a flash over the trees. Miner Black says he had found 
two campfire sites near the sandbar, rocks still warm, where these beings had made fires. They 
had left five-inch long footprints. He found his compass spin wildly, and thought it was caused 
by an invisible disc near. He has seen them seven times, and always on the oth day of the 
month. The discs resemble two soup plates fastened together, and convex. They travel 
soundlessly, and slip sideways between trees of a wood until altitude is gained. The little man 
he saw, on June 30, wore forest-green trousers, and very flexible-toed shoes of dull black. He 
had a green cap. black hair, good looks, fair skin, and walked stiffly, and it seemed as if he had 
not been much in the sun The disc rested on a projecting cylinder. When he raced for the thing, 
the little man put his foot onto a step, and climbed into the saucer through the bottom. He went 
in as far as his knees, and then raised his legs. Then the landing-gear came up, the disc hung 
in the air a few seconds, and went off at an angle of 45 degrees, with a hiss. No rivets seen, 
but there was a window on the top side, through which Black could not see from outside. Black 
waved his hand as the saucer went off, and it seemed to wobble in reply." A correspondent tells 
me that, on July so, 1959, 200 people turned up near the sandbar, but no saucer-men turned 
up. The two miners are said to be abstainers, and very indignant at talk about "Buck Rogerish 
comics and bourbon and rye whisky". 

Has anyone ever got inside a flying saucer? 

If Mr. Truman Bethurum, a mechanic of California, engaged in road construction work, is to be 
believed, he is the one man who has achieved that success, one night, just before dawn, in 
July, 1953. But exactly as in the case of another gentleman, Mr. George Adamski, of Palomar, 
Calif., he has overlooked one trifling "fourth dimensional" obstacle. Both men say they have 
met entities in saucers who have the power of metamorphosing themselves from our own three 
dimensional plane of visibility to a fourth dimensional plane wherein they are normally invisible, 
being entities of a planet of some etheric order of matter whose wavelengths are of a dense 
matter of the order of invisibility. That is, of matter not our own. Both men see no contradiction 
in asking these entities to convey them-men of our order of visible matter to a world which is 
etheric and invisible, and inhabited by beings who are invisible—to us! 

But, how, apart from corporeal dissolution, does either of these men suppose that this wonder 
of a visit by invisible saucer to a fourth dimensional world in space can be achieved for him? 

I, as before, summarise this story from various Western American newspapers and journals: 

"On the time and date stated, Mr. Bethurum, asleep inside a truck, parked on State Highway 
No. gi, some 70 miles west of Las Vegas, Nevada, alleges that he was awakened by people 
talking outside. The stars were still in the predawn sky, when Bethurum arose from his uneasy 
seat in the cab, and called out: 'What's goin' on here?' Outside, he saw eight little men grouped 
spookily in a semi-circle. Mr. Bethurum suspected that there must be a saucer parked nearby. 
'What about my going aboard her?' he asked the little men. He does not say how they 
understood him; but says they took him to the saucer. It will be noted that he was not struck by 
any paralysis ray, as Mr. Adamski says he was, when incautiously approaching h\s saucer from 



Venus. Mr. Bethurum was led down a corridor past several closed cabin doors, right into a 
room fitted up like an office and lounge. A very pretty lady confronted him. She was some 
inches shorter than the men, and had a 'Latin appearance'. She told him she was captain of the 
saucer, and a long and highly confidential talk followed. It appears that the little lady was not at 
all anxious to inform Mr. Bethurum about herself, the crew, or what the saucer was doing in 
Nevada." One rather odd thing was mentioned by Mr. Bethurum: That the lady spoke English in 
rhymed couplets! 

"She said the disc, called a scow, came from a planet behind the moon, named Clarion, where 
all is mental and spiritual progress, and an Arcady without war or strife. The crew, who spoke 
an unknown tongue, were in a grey blue uniform, but only a few came ashore on the earth, at a 
time. Mr. Bethurum saw no one else in the saucer. The lady-skipper wore a black skirt and red 
blouse, was 45 feet tall, and was a grandmother with two grand 

children, not on board the saucer." However, Mr. Bethurum did not leave the saucer quite 
scatheless : 

"He told someone that he brushed against the exterior of the saucer-convex, and like a silver 
dollar and at the laundry, later, it was found that large holes, as if caused by acid, had been 
eaten in his coat and trousers The lady said they had many flying saucers, all skippered by 
women, and a crew of 32 men in each.' This seems to imply that Clarion is a matriarchal 
planet. 

"The scow had no power motor, but flew in an up-and down motion, or in steps, along lines of 
magnetic force. Said the lady to Mr. Bethurum: 'I may take five people 

from earth to Clarion'." Mr. Bethurum told the newspapers that he had eleven meetings with the 
saucer from Clarion. He had another meeting: 

"Mr. Bethurum and his foreman boss were eating hot dogs and drinking hotter coffee, in a 
desert cafe in Nevada, one evening, when, on a sudden, there entered a mysterious woman, in 
dark glasses, accompanied by eight little men. A flustered waitress took their orders for, she 
thinks, cakes and lemonade, and came across to whisper to Mr. Bethurum. Whereupon he 
went across to the visitants table and said: "Ma'am, we have met before? Say, ain't these the 
little guys from Clarion ?' At this very moment, Mr. Bethurum's boss went eye on where the 
visitants might go. Whether or no the Clarion lady, seeing the sudden exit, suspected that the 
boss might be looking for a police highway patrol, they all got up, and, in military precision, 
walked to the exit 

and vanished into nothingness !" And that was that! He has not seen the Clarion scow since, but 
hopes for another encounter. "The U.S. War Department men have been to see me about it, 
but mum's the word all round", he adds. 

No doubt about it; for another Californian gentleman who alleged that, in 1952, he spoke to a 
golden-haired five-foot-six man from Venus, by telepathy and gesture, timed from a quarter of a 
mile away by stop-watch, naively complains that, when he, later, invited two official gentlemen 
from U.S. Governmental intelligence departments to come and see him and his Venusian 



planetary exhibits, those bored gentlemen listened intently, but registered no surprise on their 
poker and blase faces. 

A young gentleman, from Virginia, tells me that these stories of encounters with saucers are 
running all through California like a prairie fire. In England, people are asking why none of 
these startling things happen here ? 

To them, I suggest attention to the news story following: 

"Police and firemen returned to Llanberis reporting that their searches for a mysterious object, 
seen on the slopes of Snowdon, on July 31, 1953, have been fruitless. Police say no aircraft is 
reported missing." (London news papers' reports, August 2, 1953.) What, on Snowdon, might 
attract flying saucers? 

In February 1999 a research engineer reported that he was overcome with a sudden vertigo, 
while he was prospecting on the slopes of Snowdon, N. Wales. He thought the cause was 
radioactivity, and he sent samples of the rock, which he believed induced the vertigo, to a 
certain chemical company's laboratory. There may be uranium deposits on Snowdon; but I 
know that the results of the analysis were never revealed. 

Perhaps less evidential are the stories following: A woman in an Oklahoma (U.S.) township 
says that, "many years ago", she was travelling in a Conestoga wagon, and on a roadside in 
Missouri, listened-she was then aged three-to a talk between her father and an old roamer who 
hove in sight, when the coffee and hardtack were ready for breakfast in the woods: 

"He was an old man and he told my dad that, about 40 years ago (may be, in the 1880's), he, 
the old man was a lad and had gone hunting in the hills, where he saw a round thing settle 
down from the sky on the bald top of a mountain overhead. He was frightened, but that did not 
stop him from climbing up the mountain to see who it was. 'It stood in the clearing of some 
woods, and was like a big silver ball.' Soon, a piece of the top slid back and two things came 
out. Said the old man: "They wuzzn't as tall as me; but, sure, wuz nice-lookin' folks. Hadn't 
much on their purty bodies and legs, that's sure; but the gal wuz as purty as a filly on a medder 
in the spring a-foolin' round an' raisin' the passions of an old spavined stallion, and then kickin' 
her heels and dashin' off. They tried to talk to me, but neither on us could understand what the 
other said. I was too scared to say much. Then they stepped back into the ball, slid back the lid, 
and the ball went up into the sky till it was lost to my eyes. Yep, it's the doggone truth I'm tellin' 
yo', though smarties round this location say I alwuz was loco'." There have been unconfirmable 
reports of alleged landings of saucers, one in the deserts of Australia, the other in lone woods 
in Ontario, Canada. Also, somewhere in the Andes: "Vast space ships, a mile long", are alleged 
to have landed. 

A man in Oregon wrote a letter to a friend of mine in Oklahoma, about what his son, a U.S. 
marine on the way to his depot at Fort Pendleton, overheard, in Deer. 1952, at the famous 
observatory at Palomar, Calif., site of the world's largest telescope: 

"I, and another marine, were chatting to one of the Palomar professors, when a friend of his 
arrived from Berkeley, Cal. He, too, is a professor. They began talking, and we listened in to 



what we were not supposed to hear. The Palomar man said that the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigations had forbidden the publication of astrophysical photos taken at Palomar. "Why?' 
asked the other. 'Well, they show things which the U.S. Government think it wiser people 
should not know. They might cause panics, There are pictures of jet 'planes chasing flying 
saucers, and disintegrating in mid-air. There are data about strange changes in the 
atmosphere, and the effect on other planets of radioactive emanations after the explosion of 
atomic bombs. I have heard, too, a strange story that a landing, field has been found in one of 
the Australian deserts, whose origin is unknown. The Australian Royal Air Force authorities are 
said to have cordoned off the area, and no one is allowed in there. They are trying to find the 
origin of the landing-field, which they do not believe was made by any terrestrial being." I have 
a friend in Australia, whose son is an officer in the Australian Air Force. He passed my inquiry to 
his son, who replied: 

"A space ship could have landed in one of our deserts; for they are just one hell of a place, and 
there are plenty of blank spaces. IE Mr. Wilkins can find out the supposed date of the landing, I 
should be interested." 

I do not know the date. Some time later, in 1952, my friend wrote that he wondered if the 
alleged unknown landing-field were one of those made in World War &, at the time there was a 
trek from Darwin, in N.W. Australia, when the Japanese bombed it from the air. 

In June, 1958, I got a reply: "Our Australian Air authorities, when shown your report about an 
alleged landing-ground of a flying saucer, or space ship, said: 

"We have no comment to make." So? My reply is: "Then have you something you wish to hide 
from the public, that is not concerned with security matters?" 

Walter Winchell, the well known columnist, stated : 

June go, 1952: Scientists at Palomar Observatory, Calif., are supposed to have seen a 
'spaceship' land in the Mojave Desert, in May last. Four persons stepped out, took one look, 
and went off again. The U.S. Army may officially announce it in the fall." Needless to say, the 
U.S. Army made no such announcement at any date! 

Evidently, there are people in the U.S.A. who believe that flying saucer entities have kidnapped 
human beings! In July, 1953, one, George Sodder, of Fayetteville, N. Caro., put up a billboard, 
on which was the following announcement: 

"I offer $5,000 for information about the fate of five children, mysteriously snatched away from a 
burning house, on Christmas morning, 1945. The parents escaped, but at first they believed the 
children had perished in the flames, supposed to be caused by faulty wiring. But no remains 
were found in the ashes. A 'bus driver says he had seen balls of fire thrown on the roof." Other 
reports, confirmable or otherwise, have reached me. They are fairly sensational, but probably 
would not come within a British High Court's rules of evidence: 

"A little man from a saucer is being tenderly cared for in the 'incubator room' at San Diego, 
while cadavers of two saucer pilots are being dissected by surgeons of the 



267 U.S. Army.Air Force (Medical Division). A Californian air pilot told me that, in 1942, he had 
been right inside a giant saucer, and seen giant fly-wheels sheathed in metal, skins, and found 
that the motive-force came from electrostatic turbines, whose fly-wheels create an 
electromagnetic field of force, creating tremendous speeds. The little saucer men have a 
smaller bony structure than earth-men, but the bones are proportionally heavier, and their 
stomachs smaller." (Mr. Joe Rohrer of Pikes Peak Radio Company, at a Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon, in Pueblo, Colorado, on July 22, 1952.) 

Letter from a correspondent in Oklahoma, to the author of this book (July 24, 1952): "On a 
business trip to San Francisco, last week, I met a nice reliable fellow who has heard from a pal 
in the U.S. Air Force, that they have captured a little fellow, three feet tall, from a forced down 
saucer, and are keeping him alive in a pressure chamber, somewhere in California. He comes 
from another planet, and was one of three others killed in a crash caused by radar, in an 
Arizona desert, in 1950. They are showing him pictures and teaching him to read and write, 
and understand." I offer no comment on the following stories: 

"Buffalo Evening News, 27 August, 1952: A man at Lamberton, N.C., says a thing 8 feet long 
and 6 feet wide, landed in his yard after knocking bricks off his chimney. A man about 2 feet 6 
inches tall came out and stood by the thing. 'I asked him if he was hurt. He scrambled in, and it 
went away with a whistle and a whiff, and loud noise." 

"Three saucers are known to have landed, and one of the inmates stepping out, died on his 
own doorstep. The space visitors can't get acclimatised to our atmosphere. The U.S. 
Government are deliberately confusing folks and hiding the truth." (Mr. S. Farwell, special 
agent of the General Electric Company, speaking at a Rotary luncheon, in the Hotel Sherston- 
Gibson, at Los Angeles, Calif., on 29 Aug ust, 1952.) 

In March, 1953, Mr. N. Bean, a research engineer, startled listeners at a Rotary Club affair, held 
at Miami Beach, Florida, by stating: 

"I have personally talked with a truck driver who hauled a forced-down flying saucer from New 
Mexico to a place in Ohio. The driver told me that the U.S. authorities have been unable to find 
a way to open the saucer. But I can't accept as positive that little men have been found in 
saucers; though, on March 31, 1953, I saw a whole squadron of saucers, in formation, over 
Golden Beach, near Miami, Fla." A radio announcer in another state swore that one night he 
heard a "mechanical-like voice" speak on his radiophone. It said: 

"Say, bo, I'm talkin' to yeh from the planet Venus." Then, at Monticello, Indiana, on August 2, 
1953, it is alleged that: 

"Folk, here, saw for an hour on the beach (s/'c) a flying saucer, after it had landed. It came 
exactly a year after the Monticello Chamber of Commerce put out an invitation." (Press reports 
in U.S.A. Middle \Nest newspapers.) This sounds like a publicity "stunt", and whether it inspired 
the incident following, I am unable to say: 

October 8, 1953'. "Yesterday, in New York City, a high, thin voice interrupted a radio show which 
was boosting a book on saucers. It said: 'You earth-men will soon be annihilated, and your 



planet, unless you stop talking about flying saucers. I am speaking from a spaceship over Los 
Angeles, Calif.' Later, the same voice came on the air, saying: 'I am over Salt Lake City. You 
cannot see me, but I can reach you easily. If you saw my hideous face, it would scare you to 
death'. The radio concern and author and publisher deny any knowledge of this affair." (Various 
New York City newspapers.) A/.B. It is an admirable coincidence that the unseen speaker 
should have spoken over the air by using a private telephone number of a National 
Broadcasting Company's producer, which number is not listed in the N.Y. telephone directory. 
Also, the publisher, some years before, had issued a book by a well known Hollywood 
character, who subsequently admitted publishing a book about little men from Venus, which he 
was badgered, by the U.S. magazine True, into admitting was a hoax. 



CHAPTER XII 


THE SHADOW OF THE 
UNKNOWN 

In England and France, and in the U.S.A. and Canada, in the years 1951-1953, peculiar and 
very disturbing phenomena have been recorded, and not explained, although they certainly 
have not gone without inquiry by the military and scientific branches of Air Ministries, Air 
Forces, and security and defence departments. I do not think, however, that terrestrial agents 
of war departments are actually involved. 

These phenomena have taken the forms of blasts from the skies, often preceded by strange 
flashes of light, the latter suggesting that suprasonic power jet 'planes, passing the sonic 
barrier, may not be the causative factors. They have, also, in England, in 1953, and in the 
U.S.A., both in 1959 and earlier, taken the form of mysterious fires, in forests and on hills, of 
remarkable "heat ray" character; of sudden interruptions to power lines, in Middle Western 
U.S.A., and of the blowing up of factories known to be concerned in processes figuring in the 
making of nuclear fission and thermonuclear (atomic and hydrogen) bombs (where sabotage 
has not been discovered); of the dropping in England and France of unknown substances from 
the skies; and of a long series of unexplained accidents to British and U.S. jet 'planes, besides 
mysterious disappearances of civilian airliners, and military 'planes and personnel . 

Let us look at the power line mysteries: 

April 1952'. Sudden and mysterious black-out of an electric power line system in north-eastern 
Ohio, followed, two days later, by an unexplained black-out of a power station at Evanston, 
Indiana, which lasted two hours. Experts and scientists and police puzzled. In Ohio, the power 
came on as suddenly as it went off. High line patrols went over the line, foot by foot, every 
piece of apparatus concerned was tested and retested, but found in perfect order. Charts from 
recording instruments were studied, but gave no clues. The power line company were 
unusually honest and frank. "The only logical assumption," they say, "is that some object or 
foreign substance came across the line and grounded it out; but we have not the slightest clue 
to what it was, nor the faintest idea why the power went off, nor why it came on again". In Ohio, 
and also, it is believed, in Indiana, just before, or about this time, mysterious objects were seen 
in the sky. 

What happened late in August 1953, one night, to the large reservoirs of the water department 
of Grafton, West Virginia? 

"Three times in one night the water supply took a drop of several inches in the million-gallon 



reservoir. It was the equivalent of a fire hydrant being turned wide open, except that no such 
hydrant operated. Water officials call the phenomenon 'gremlins', and the police worked on the 
case, with no result" (Information to the author from Mr. Gray Barker of Clarksburg, \Nest 
Virginia). My readers should compare this mystery with what happened on Steep Rock Lake, 
Ontario, in late summer 1950, when midget entities from a saucer were seen by two people to 
be "hosing in water". (Vide chapter XI, pages 252 et seq.) 

There were the phenomena of green balls, seen by many observers, some of them airmen and 
scientists, speeding through the night skies of Arizona and New Mexico, in January and Novr, 
1952, and characterised by a spectral band of 5,200 angstroms, close to the green of burning 
copper. Copper, it may be noted, is not found in meteorites: 

Jan. 1952'. Three green fireballs seen high over Taos, New Mexico. One hung motionless over 
U.S. Hill on the Santa Fe highway, in the twilight, burning bright yellow flame for 10 minutes, 
then vanishing. A second green ball swayed to and fro, in the sky over mountains near Taos. A 
third, at 10 p.m., shot across the sky and vanished. Three days earlier, airport at Santa Fe 
airdrome saw strange illuminated object come into sight. Immediately, airport lights were 
switched on, and the object at once climbed at a steep angle and remained motionless, very 
high, for 25 minutes. At Gallup, N.M., just before dawn, strange shining objects moved at high 
speed, stopped, and remained motionless in the solar disc. Nov. 2, 1953'. Green ball larger than 
full moon, and much brighter, exploded in tremendous paroxysm of light, with no sound. Dr. La 
Paz, director of meteorics, University of New Mexico, U.S., says that these green balls are not 
electrostatic phenomena, nor meteorites. (Similar green balls seen in 1948 in south-west U.S., 
and 50 of them in 1950, over eastern states of the U.S., and over Puerto Rico, W.l.) At 
Tucumari, New Mexico, U.S., a ball of fire flashed out of the sky, on a January night, and, 
immediately afterwards, a big tank, found to be neatly pierced, released 750,000 gallons of 
water which destroyed twenty buildings and scattered sheet steel all around. One theory is: 
uranium green balls have been discharged by mysterious, but friendly saucer entities, in order 
to clear up dangerous radioactive emanations after the detonation of atomic bombs. Another 
theory is that they are composed of "contra-terrene matter", that is, matter of an etheric type 
very different from matter as we, on earth, know it, and when such projectiles strike terrestrial 
objects terrific explosions result. It will be seen that this theory envisages hostile non-terrestrial 
space ships, operating high in our own stratosphere! One might, perhaps, presume that they 
violently object to etheric stresses set up in space by atomic and hydrogen tritium bombs 
detonated here or by the latest sonic-barrier passing jet 'planes. The ready laughter or derisive 
smiles of our own official scientists may be met with one question: "What do you really know of 
the effect of the immense lethal and uncontrollable energies which you liberate in these insane 
experiments, and how they may react in the voids of outer space; or do you know all about 
suprasonic-speed phenomena?" 

We now come to other mysterious phenomena, which have caused one man's death, not many 
miles from where this is written by the author of this book, and that, in November 1953. They 



are violent shock-waves, blasts from the skies following the passing of suprasonic jet 'planes 
over the sound barrier. They can and do concuss houses and villages, and cause deaths. But 
there have been occasions, in England and overseas, when a preceding violent paroxysm of 
light, followed by the blast of sound, makes one wonder if something other than the suprasonic 
'plane may be the causative agent! 

April 1950'. Major Johnson flew a new suprasonic 'plane jet F.56), nine miles high over Ohio. In 
a power dive, he passed the sonic barrier. On the morning of his test flight, a terrific explosion 
shook Dayton, Ohio, blew out windows and rocked buildings. At Wright Airfield, 7 miles away, 
bad shocks were felt. A strange incident followed: Before noon, next day, another blast came 
and was heard over a range of go miles. Birds vanished, leaves fluttered from trees. At 3.30 
p.m., same day, a third blast came, followed by a fourth, 19 minutes later. On that day, Johnson 
made another power dive, and it was noticed that a blur of vapour, like a ball, enveloped the 
jet's dive. On the ground, a terrific shock wave followed. In the afternoon, came another blast, 
25 minutes after the jet pulled out of its dive." 

Now consider this: The time lag of these sky-blasts is very peculiar. It ranges from 50 seconds 
to several hours', but the riddle of how an onde de choc (shock-wave) of the speed of sound, or 
even more, could arrive hours after the jet's dive is not explained. Unless a jet, going at such a 
vertiginous speed, sets up stresses in the ether of outer space, from which those stresses 
return the blasts, hours later! 

One may, in this place, make the comment that all these mysterious phenomena may not 
necessarily be caused by flying saucers, or non-terrestrial space ships, but may arise when our 
solar system, on its long voyages through the voids of infinite space, may enter regions of 
differential ethers and strange cosmic phenomena. We do not know; we can merely conjecture. 
Yet there are incidents which seem to involve the deliberate intervention of hostile agents of 
some unknown, or humanoid character from outer space: 

Summer 1952: A violent explosion in a big Ford tank, 

in a Michigan township, wrecked property, and was unexplained ; a flash of flame wrecked a 
store in another town in Michigan ( unexplained ); over Guam Island, mid-Pacific, a 'plane 
suddenly exploded in mid-air, and five men were killed (unexplained)', over Ohio, a 'plane 
suddenly fell 2,000 feet, but did not crash. Experts were mystified as to the cause. 

July 1952'. A strange silvery object was seen high in the sky over San Anselmo, Calif. Five 
minutes later, there was an unexplained crash of a quite airworthy 'plane, five miles away, at 
Nicasio, the pilot being killed. The U.S. Navy Office cannot account for it. (N.B. The logical 
fallacy of post hoc ergo propter hoc might be involved if one linked these effects with one 
cause. One would need a series of events and phenomena of the same type in order to 
establish a theory of causation. AuJ 

"A brand-new power station in a middle western state suddenly blew up with violence. The 
place has been heavily guarded, and it is known that the power was used for processing parts 



of atomic bombs. Neither the police nor the F.B.1. can find any proof of sabotage. The thing is a 
mystery." (Letter to the author from a man living near the works, which he did not locate.) 
August 29, 1952\ El Toro Marine station, U.S., felt a violent blast that shook buildings. No 
'plane was up at the time. The epicentre of the shock was not on the Marine base, but seemed 
near it. 

April 11, 1952 : "Two hundred pumps in the Coolidge Area, Arizona, were badly damaged when 
electric motors, driving them, suddenly and unaccountably changed the direction of their 
rotation. Electrical engineers, rushed to the region, were mystified by the sudden change of 
polarity in the motors, or of the current feeding them." (Los Angeles Times) October 6, 1953\ 
Dreadful explosions shook the "ghost town" of Boroloola, thousands of miles from any centre of 
population, and in the "abo" country of the N. Australian Territory, on the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
There was a "rumble" travelling east at terrific speed. Time 4.50 p.m. Aboriginal blacks badly 
frightened. Officials baffled to explain the phenomenon. (1M .B. No jet or suprasonic aircraft are 
in this lonely and savage region.) Regarding some of the incidents, above, occurring in the 
south-west, west and middle west of the U.S., one may note that saucers have frequently been 
seen in the skies, by day and night, of those regions. The phenomena may import that some 
suspension of the normal physical Jaws-sabotage may be ruled out, in these cases-occurs, 
and that flying saucers, when hovering over plants, or approaching them, may interact with 
motor fields. Another theory is that what are called "drifting ether-energy nodes", when they 
enter an area, may have these mysterious effects. 

May we dare, however, the "impious" supposition that, far beyond our earth, something —we 
know not what or whom is affected by etheric stresses set up by our scientists' machinery, and 
resents them by showing that they, too, can blast with their spatial artillery? Remember, too, 
that, without dropping one bomb, a squadron of 50 or 70 of these new terrestrial suprasonic 
jets—they need not even be manned-could wreck a city below, cause chaos and set up panic 
flights. Might not that unknown entity determine to stop the nuisance from us by causing 
explosions, making our planes collide or crash, or even disintegrate in the skies-these things 
have actually happened, by the way!-by using some lethal energy, or by picking off the pilots? 
Who, yet, really knows ? 

Butler, in his "Erewhon", visualised a state in which death was decreed to scientists and 
inventors. Of course, a fantasy and paradox-but consider the following: 

"Dr. R. D. Zentner, American atomic scientist, said today (June 20, 1952), that physicists now 
have devised a 'contamination bomb', which can scatter radioactive particles over a wide area. 
A glider, pulled by a plane, will sow it. Says this gentleman: "With it we can force the evacuation 
of a city and make whole areas uninhabitable for years'." How far we have gone down the 
satanic road to hell is clear in this man's statement, which is one more evidence of the fact that 
none of these official scientists" trouble to make even the most perfunctory apology for 
blasphemy such as this. Does this man suppose that America will have any monopoly of such a 
device? On this side, we have also the type of Ministry scientist who hypocritically shrugs his 



shoulders, saying: "I hope our atomic bombs and thermo-fusion weapons will never be used." 
Man has now become a god, and plans to destroy himself, and his world, and all that therein 
is. 

What a degradation all this is, and how it would have appalled men in the older school of 
science, such as Kelvin, Faraday, Rutherford, Tesla, Russel Wallace, Huxley! 

Here are a few items about what has been happening in English skies, in 1953: 

Nour. 27, 1953: A violent blaze of light in the sky, followed by a terrific blast, was heard and 
seen over a wide area of north Kent. The blast caused a deep trench to collapse, suffocating an 
excavator in it. Police and firemen spent 5 hours in digging the unfortunate man's corpse out of 
the debris, at Shorne, Kent. Buildings in nearby villages were rocked, farms damaged, and, in 
one case, coals from a live fire were thrown out of a grate. No jet 'planes were up; but a 
postmistress at Cobham, six miles from Meopham, says that, before the explosions of which 
there were two-she heard something in the sky like a machine. Police baffled to solve the 
mystery. 

Deer. 1, 1953: A mysterious explosion over a table in the dining-room of a house at Littlehough, 
near East Grinstead, Sussex, is the biggest topic of talk here. No one was hurt; but what was 
strange was that, though a substance like thick glass, that crumbled, was found in the room, 
yet not a window or glass object in the house was broken! Whence came this mysterious 
substance ? East Grinstead people rule out poltergeist phenomena; but say flying saucers were 
seen in the sky near, and that the substance canne from them, and perhaps fell down the 
chimney. It is a mystery. (1SI .B. Readers should compare the above with what, in this book, is 
reported of a substance that fell in Essex, from the sky, and which was taken away for analysis 
by the police. The Air Ministry have never revealed the result of the 
analysis. Author.) Deer. 3, 1953\ Flaming streaks seen rushing through the 
skies over the Midlands, at height of about 8,000 feet. They disintegrated noiselessly and 
police and firemen have searched for fragments of what fell. A mysterious object like a silver 
ball was seen high in the sky, and visible for 8 seconds. The President of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, Prof. Herbert Dingle, cannot explain the phenomenon. The phenomenon 
was also seen in north London, the Home Counties, and South end, Essex. Some accounts 
say that a noise like an aircraft of the 1914 type was heard. 

What caused the appalling tornado which swept across Russia, on August 24, 1953, and 
devastated the ancient city of Rostov? The wind lasted three minutes and cut a swathe goo 
yards wide, devastating the citadel and mediaeval churches. (Lady Kelly, speaking on the 
B.B.C. Russian programme.) The Soviet Government puts a ban on the publication of news like 
this; but it may be compared with the really appalling devastation of mile on mile of forests, 
farms and roads, over a crow-flying distance of 135 miles, and diameter of 50-85 miles, from 
the town of Thurso, to south of Balmoral, in January 1953. when there was a synchronism with 
disastrous tidal floods on the east coast of England, and in the Thames estuary. Cause: may be 
natural and purely meteorological; but it seems that, in both cases and the wind in Scotland, at 



the time, reached the Mexican Gulf hurricane force of 180 miles an hour-there may-who 
knows?--have been synchronous detonations, in Russia and U.S.A., of hydrogen bombs, 
blasting out terrific heat and radioactivity. (It was noted by Colonel W. Shields, a naturalist, that 
at Lynmouth, scene of the disastrous flood and freshets, black salmon, which are seldom seen, 
all took up a position in the centre of the river, as if foreknowing what was to happen, and 
making ready to go upstream. (Told to the London News Chronicle). 

In this book, I have spoken of the apparent hostility of some types of flying saucers, particularly 
of the weird aero form which has an insulated and non-rotary fusiform, or cigar-shaped centre, 
around which revolves a singular ring, like the rings round the planet, Saturn. This ring is drawn 
out into an ellipsoid in order, as photographs taken over California show, to release satellite 
discs. It would be interesting to know whence this queer saucer comes, and who or what is 
aboard it. 

Consider the following: 

February 16, 1952'. Five mysterious explosions occurred in an orange grove (a strange place 
for them, surely!), near Riverside. Calif., and debris was hurled koo feet in the air. At the time, 
strange objects were seen in the sky. What was called "a huge meteor" exploded over Virginia, 
and, both there and in North Carolina, "a big shaking noise" was heard in the air, and "Cows 
jumped up and down". An observer says that, when the explosion occurred, he saw a "silver, 
arrow-shaped object in the sky, travelling at an ungodly speed". U.S. 

Air Force men say the object was not a guided missile. In another chapter of this book, I 
remarked on a singular periodicity of exactly one month, in the case of an alleged landing of 
"saucer-men", at Marble Creek, Butte county, California (TWay-June, 1953). This curious 
periodicity, accompanied by the phenomena of mysterious fires and of a very weird sky 
phenomenon is also to be noted in connection with some unexplained incidents in the Cotswold 
Hills, near Stroud and Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, in July and August 1959 
/ set down the reports in order of occurrence, though their possible linkage seems not to have 
been noted by any save myself, who happens to be a native of the region: On July 21, 1953, 
at .25 a.m., a night patrol policeman, a G.RO. mail van driver, and a parson, the Rev. G. T. 
Haigh, vicar of Oakridge, near Stroud, Glds., all saw, high in the sky, a strange, white bright 
light, from which a ball of fire seemed to be dropping. The phenomenon was visible for five 
minutes, and, hence, was hardly a meteorite, or meteor. The vicar, who was driving his car, at 
that very early hour in the morning, on a lonely hill road that runs north from Stroud to Birdlip, 
on the Cotswolds, wrote to me-though it must be stressed that he, the Rev. Gordon T. Haigh, 
who is a distinguished scholar -M.A., and M.Litt.-does not advance any theory as to the nature 
or origin of the phenomenon. He tells me he runs an amateur radio transmitting station and is 
interested in scientific matters: 

"I was descending at some speed, in my car, over the hills from Birdlip into the Camp, which 
you know as Eagle Pitch. Time about 2.25 a.m., on July 21, 1958, when I suddenly became 
aware that the dark and moonless night was illuminated by a strange light, hidden from me by 



the overhanging trees, that outshone the moon at its maximum. On breaking clear at the dip, 
just before the Camp, I saw a long vertical column of light, in length about a quarter of the 
distance from the zenith to the horizon. Below the vertical column, and sinking slowly to the 
ground, was a flamin which I, not unnaturally, took to be a crashing 'plane. (But it was not that!) 
The column of white light remained, slowly fading, and above the falling bright, yellow-red 
object, with a space of non-luminous sky intervening. I would not agree that the vertical column 
was 'white-hot'; it was luminous and looked like a slow-motion comet, or a somewhat mystical 
inverted candle, in the darkness. The burning lower object appeared to drift slightly to the right 
from beneath the vertical column, and gradually continued until it passed below the level of the 
nearby banks and tumps alongside the winding road into Bisley. The road, as you know, is very 
winding, and so it is difficult to keep an exact orientation and sense of compass bearings. 

"I looked in all directions, for the light had been just due south of me at first, to see if anything 
was burning on the ground. To the west, towards the Slad road, and Sheepscombe woods, 
there was a light, rather faint and fading, in the sky, and thrown from an unseen source. This 
may have a bearing on the falling object, but, on the other hand, it may not. So certain was I 
that a large 'plane had fallen in flames, that, on getting home to my vicarage house at 
Oakridge, on the other side of the Stroud Valley, I rang up the Stroud Police, and found that a 
member of their own force and a civilian had already reported the phenomenon. Lights were 
still on at the local R.A.F. drome, though all exercises had ceased at least 40 minutes before I 
witnessed the mysterious spectacle. About go minutes after my report, a 'plane took off, flew 
round, and touched down again 20 minutes later, doubtless taking a look round to see what 
could be seen. I understand the 'drome was told immediately. I have heard nothing further, but 
it may well be that you are onto something worth following up, though where it all leads to I do 
not yet see." Mr. Haigh sent me a sketch of what he had seen. 

What was this vertical column of light? No one knows; but I would draw attention to the strange 
fact that this almost identical phenomenon was witnessed 90 years earlier by Monsieur de 
Rostan, and reported to the French Academie Royale des Sciences at Paris (Histoire de 
I'Academie Royale des Sciences. MDCCLXIII. Observations de Physique Generale De 
I'imprimerie Royale, a Paris. ): "On 23 March 1769, there was seen west of Lausanne, Lake 
Geneva (Lac Leman), half an hour after sunset, a light in the form of a vertical column, which, 
at the height of about 10 degrees, was bent so that its upper part made with the horizon an 
angle of about 35 degrees, and with the lower part an angle of 185 degrees. This curved part 
was not more than 3 degrees long, and the whole phenomenon was about 2 degrees broad, 
and was terminated at either end by a point. The colour of this phenomenon was very near to 
an orange-yellow and was much weaker at the two ends and at the edge, one easily 
distinguished the colours, despite a rather clear cloud which horizontally cut the luminous 
column in two places. It constantly followed the movement of the sun, and the entire 
phenomenon lasted about 30 minutes, and before disappearing became a very clear red. This 
detail is drawn from an observation made by M. de Rostan and communicated to the 



Academy". It may be pointed out that the R.A.F. controller of Aston Down station, whence the 
night plane was sent up after the Rev. G. T. Haigh, the policeman, and the G.RO. mail van 
driver had reported what they had witnessed, denied that any jet 'planes had been up at the 
time, or that the mysterious phenomenon had anything to do with Very lights. 

Exactly a month later, on August 21, 1953, 29 British, Belgian, Dutch and German youths, and 
one Australian girl were roused from sleep at a youths' hostel on Cleeve Hill, which is also 
located on the same Cotswold Hills, about 18 miles north from the Sheepscombe and Stroud 
region, by a mysterious fire in a shed where they had parked their bicycles. Rain was then 
falling in torrents. They found that 29 bicycles had been burnt to fragments. (Note: steel can be 
fused only at a temperature of 2,800 degrees R, and no such enormous temperature can be 
generated by a wood fire in the open. Compare with this what happened on the trestle-bridge 
over Salmon River, Oregon, in 1947, where, also, were mysterious forest fires). 

On the same night as the fire outside the hostel of the Youths Hostels Association at Cleeve 
Hill, two other mysterious fires occurred, and in no way can any of these three fires, whatever 
the solution of the mystery may be, be attributed to the "mere pranks of small boys". For one 
thing, country boys whose fathers have to get their living from the land do not engage in arson. 
I cite a newspaper report: 

"On the same night as the fire in the hostel shed at Cleeve Hill, Glos. two other mysterious fires 
broke out on two different farms, about four miles from this hostel, and located near 
Winchcombe, a picturesque Cotswold village. These fires caused damage and loss of 
thousands of pounds. In one case, five tons of hay suddenly burst into fire in a barn on the farm 
of Mr. C. Forty, of Coates Mill Farm, Winchcombe. No sooner were firemen fighting this blaze 
than an alarm came that another mysterious fire had broken out in a Dutch barn on the farm of 
Mr. T. F. Mayor, a quarter-of-a-mile away. Here, 80 tons of hay were destroyed in their bales, 
and two steel tractors and farm implements. The farmers mounted a fire-watch; but neither they 
nor the police have been able to solve the mystery, let alone discover a perpetrator. 

I have been unable to ascertain from the organisers of the Youth Hostels Association what 
theory, if any, they have as to the cause of the fire at Cleeve, though they admit that the whole 
property would have been destroyed but for the exertions of the local wardens and the 
members staying there that night. Presumably, these Youth Hostel organisers are as baffled as 
were the police and farmers; and the police of Gloucestershire remain as much baffled as were 
their U.S. counterparts, the F.B.I. of Washington, D.C., in the case of the Salmon Bridge and 
forest fires in Oregon. 

Was there a linkage between the phenomenon witnessed by the Rev. Gordon T. Haigh, and 
these mysterious fires, all on the Cotswolds? Suspicion may be strong; but proof is wanting. 

I have to state, however, that I ran into a sort of rubber wall in my persistent attempts to 
obtain from a quarter most concerned any comment on the mysterious cause of the fire, and on 
an absurd story that, according to one not very reliable London Sunday newspaper, the pranks 



of small boys were to blame. I suspect that some very exalted official Government authority 
had pronounced that "MUM!" should be the word. 

Before passing on, I may note that mysterious fires also occurred on farms in Sussex, 
Cornwall, and Essex, in October and November 1953: 

October 10, 1953\ A farmer and his wife, at Halse Town, 

near St. Ives, came home to find a fire in their kitchen, not lit by them, an easy chair alight, and, 
a mile away, 

5 tons of hay were in flames in a lorry. November 7 and 9, 1953'. The police were unable to 
solve 

the mystery of fires on farms in Sussex. A fire-raiser, unknown, is at work on farms in mid- 
Essex. At Tolleshunt d'Arcy, a building 150 feet long was in flames, and a few hours earlier, 
other fires occurred on farms at 

Sandon, Tollesbury, and Hanningfield. The periodicity of the saucer phenomena caused an 
aircraft company's principal, at Los Angeles, Calif., to write to the Los Angeles Examiner, in 
mid-July 1952: 

"I am amazed at the increasing audacity of strange, disc-like objects seen in the sky over Los 
Angeles airport control tower. For four nights running, they've been seen at the same time 
(between 7 and 8 p.m.), and the same place. On the last occasion, three of them hung poised 
for 

five minutes by the clock. Some of these mysterious aeroforms seem as material as our own 
aircraft of a third dimensional world; but others, as noted before, suggest emanations of an 
order of matter of worlds of another "etheric type" than our own. In this connection, the theories 
of Dr. Meade Layne, of the Borderland Research Scientific Association, of San Diego, Calif., 
are interesting, but, of course, not at this time capable of scientific proof. 

He says: 

"There are in space, an infinite number of particulate ethers, of enormously dense matter, 
interpenetrating each other. Just as there are sounds we cannot normally hear, or rays in the 
invisible angstroms of the solar spectrum we do not see, so there is matter we cannot touch, 
because of its high vibratory rate, or density. These worlds of ultra dense matter support life 
forms with cultures and civilisations of their own, and among them are beings of races who 
journey throughout the solar system, and even beyond it. They are the 'Guardians' for whom 
the problems of space and time, gravity and cosmic radiation do not exist as they do for us. 
The spacecraft are weightless, and the magnetic fields of the molecules do not merge, and use 
is made of magnetic interplanetary tides, by a principle 

of resonance." One does not see how physicists can complain of these mystic sounding 
theories, when they have themselves reduced the world of the atom to a metaphysique of 
Kantian philosophy. He thinks that: 

"The saucers fly on magnetic meridians, and, owing to their imperfect charting over the earth, 
there may be occasional forced landings. The first small discs, which were forced down, came 



from a way-station on the moon, but they have mother-craft which hover above the upper limits 
of our atmosphere. The satellite discs seldom under take interplanetary voyages." Most people 
will recall the violent earthquakes in the Ionian Isles and in Turkey, in summer 1953, when, in 
August, 2,000 people were killed. Are there going on in the deep-lying strata of our earth, 
crumblings of strata and geophysical changes dependent on causes which may lie far out in 
space? Causes which may produce internal pressures, alterations of equilibrium, earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, sudden elevations of volcanoes where none existed before, alterations in 
etheric pressures and gravity-thrust, and phenomena triggered off by hydrogen and atomic 
bomb explosions? 

Seismologists and physicists may smile at what seems fantasy, but consider what is set down 
below: 

7952: Suddenly arising from the bed of the Pacific, a new 1,000-feet high volcano, "Didicas", 
growing at the rate of 50 feet a month, spouting a two-mile high plume of smoke, gases and 
flames (38 miles north of Luzon, in the Philippines). Overnight, a volcano rose in a Mexican 
maize paddock, blotting out a large area, and becoming a mountain; in East Pakistan, a large 
area is sinking into the sea, accompanied by Krakatoa-type bombardment, and forcing 
evacuation of 40,000 people; in mid August, a cone of a new volcano rose, and in six weeks 
reared a summit, 1,500 feet above the Pacific, in the uninhabited island of San Benedicto, 780 
miles south of the U.S. Navy electronic station of San Diego. Dr. R. Dietz, U.S. Navy geologist, 
says this new volcano is the first in the Hawaiian basin in historic times, and may point to a 
major change in the earth's crust. On 20 Sepr., a submarine volcano, 320 miles south of Tokyo, 
erupted and blew up the survey ship, "Kaiyo Maru", with 5 scientists, and crew of 22. Wreckage 
only was found after an air-sea search of go hours. On 27 Sepr.. violent explosions came from 
the sea in the middle of the Channel Islands, and earth tremor was felt, lasting 22 seconds as 
recorded at the Maison St. Louis Observatory, at Jersey. No one could explain the mysterious 
submarine explosions which sent people, in Guernsey, from their beds out into the street, in 
their pyjamas. 

Who can say if scientific entities, on board the flying saucers, are aware of these phenomena, 
know they are related to other cosmic phenomena, and are here to observe and explore the 
earth? 

The year 1952 has been remarkable for mysterious substances which have been seen, by 
police and others, in England, France and the U.S.A. in the act of being dropped from unknown 
objects in the skies. I have already referred to the phenomena in England: 

July 22, 1952\ Mrs. Leo L. Barucha, of Lincoln, Nebraska, saw a "black sphere about the size 
of a soft ball" land in a field, and emit a thick greenish-yellow smoke. It disintegrated, and her 
children poured water on what was left. The sediment of this unknown substance was handed 
to a geologist at Nebraska University, but he could make nothing of it. Sepr. 21, 1952'. Over 
Tangier, and Marrakesh, Morocco, 

unknown objects in the skies startled many people. A disc appeared whose speed was 
estimated at about 25 miles a second(l). It became elongated into an ellipsoid, when west of 
Nefik, Morocco, stopped momentarily over Casa, and explosions came from it. No apparent 
retardation, or change in its trajectory followed the explosions, nor was its illumination affected. 
Night of Sepr. 21: Mile. Noella Senegas, dental operator, at Aix-en-Provence, S. France, says 
she saw: 



"A thing like a very brilliant metal cigar, emitting a long trail of light, or an exhaust, which 
diminished over a distance about eight times that of the object, which was as long as the 
apparent diameter of the moon. It changed course from NNE. to SSW., and must have made a 
very large turn (virage). It was very silent, too slow for a meteor, and I saw it at 7.25 p.m. on 21 
Sepr. 1952. Some people say they saw it emit sparks, and that it was variously coloured." 
October 17, 1952'. Monsieur Yves Prigent, surveyor general (s urveillant), of Oloron College, in 
S. France, saw, high in the sky, "a sort of armada of different forms and colours, from which 
were emitted a rain of white filaments". He reported as follows: 

'The sky was clear, the objects, shaped like a cigar or cylinder, and their height might have 
been 10,000 metres (six miles), or more. Their apparent diameter (to the eye) was about 2 
metres (6.6 feet). When I looked at them through binoculars, they appeared like red central 
spheres surrounded by a clear yellow light, like the ring of Saturn. My wife looked 
independently, and with no prompting from me, said they looked like the red sphere of Saturn, 
encircled by a yellow ring. As these weird cigars advanced in the sky, they left in their rear a 
rapidly forming train of flocculent substance which scattered in the air and took the shape of a 
veil of long filaments. I am unable to say whether the threads, later picked up on the ground" 
(Vide next paragraph. AuJ "necessarily came from these cylinders. I had some of the filaments 
in my hand, later; but I do not say the filaments are what we call Les fils de la Vierge, or Les fils 
de Marie (free-floating webs of spiders)." 

These mysterious filaments seemed to emanate from the front of lead-coloured cylinders, and 
similar matter seemed to link the saucers in pairs. 

October 29, 1959\ Over Gaillac, in the white wine coun 

try of the Garonne, north-east of Toulouse, mysterious objects in the sky, very high up, were 
seen by gendarmes to drop a material like steel wool, but found to be of unknown character. It 
fell upon trees, bushes, and telephone wires where it hung for two hours, and then evaporated 
into nothingness! 

Let it be said at once that this mysterious substance was assuredly not floating webs of 
spiders, of the sort called by French and Belgian peasants "Virgin Mary threads". Prigent, 
above, says that what he picked up looked like asbestos threads, but was not, drawn out, and 
offering a certain resistance to tractive effort. It vanished little by little, with no trace, but could 
be set on fire, when it would burn with a flame like that from cotton wool. It seems that, owing to 
its progressive disappearance, nothing was left for analysis. 

No one knows what purpose this mysterious saucer substance served; but it is of importance to 
find that something like this has previously fallen from the skies, as the following reports show: 

Daily Oklahoma, 11 Novr., 1951: A farmer of Anadarko, Okla., found in his 20-acre field a thick 
covering of strips of metallic leaves, from to nearly 5 inches long. They looked like tin, but 
Monnig, a specialist on meteorites, said the metal was of no known meteoric origin. A local 



sheriff found no signs of footprints in the field. 

Denver, Colorado: Late in October 1951, unknown matter fell from the skies, but resembled no 
known meteoric substance. 

Kansas City. Dec. 11, 1953, strips of "foil", 200 ft. long, L-inch wide, found in fields. Topeka Air 
base denies any connection. Phenomenon has happened four times in U.S. 

New Haven, Conn:. Glowing ball from sky bursts through sign-board, then whirls over hill t-mile 
away. Copper and copper-oxide left behind. (Aug. 1958). 

Numerous falls, from the sky, of both incandescent and non-incandescent material have been 
seen, in the U.S., in the shape of cosmic bodies; yet no trace of the material has been found in 
the surrounding territory. 

France'. In the Forest of the Meuse, near Robert Espagne and Magneville, on 16 June, 1952, 
woodcutters saw what looked like "an immense parachute" falling from the sky. They heard a 
noise of metallic type, and trees crackled; but when the gendarmerie made a minute search of 
the woods and the country round about, nothing was found. 

U.S. and England: Mysterious "foamy" substance found in Ohio river, near Wheeling, W.Va., 
became black in warm room (April 1 o, 1953). 

On October 15, 17, 18 and 20, 1953, similar substance, found in rivers in Bucks., Northant, 
Sussex, Beds., Suffolk and Middlesex, theorised to be "detergents", but of unknown origin. 
(Who, or what is "syphoning water" in earth's rivers? A u.) I cannot close this chapter without 
again drawing attention to the mysteries of accidents to jet 'planes, not to be explained away as 
carelessness and inefficiency of personnel, and the unsolved disappearances of both military 
'planes and commercial airliners: 

1950 and 1951: In U.S.A., there occurred a strange series of mysterious accidents to jet 
'planes, a squadron of which crashed in the skies of Ohio, while others caught fire in the air, or 
exploded later, or even disintegrated in mid-air. 

March 1952\ British Wing-Commander T. Baldwin, an ace of the second World War, when he 
shot down three German planes on a raid over London, and swooped down on Rommel's car, 
near Caen-hence, he was not a man easy to kill-was on a reconnaissance flight, over Korea, 
for meteorological purposes, when his jet 'plane failed to come out of a cloud. Mystery never 
solved. (About this time, a U.S. carrier in Korean waters, had sighted a strange object in the 
skies.) Baldwin's col leagues, flying with him, failed to discover what had befallen him. Baldwin 
was a master of his machine. 

June 9, 7952: British Air Vice-Marshal Atcherley, com manding the 205th group, Middle East Air 
Force, set out in an amply fuelled meteor jet from the Suez Canal zone for Cyprus, gOO miles. 
Last radio signal came three minutes after take-off. He never arrived, and a two days' sea-air 
search, dawn to dusk, revealed nothing. 

May 15, 1952\ While British Royal Air Force investigation of a very long series of jet "plane 
disasters, was proceeding, the whole U.S. Air Force 12 grd First Bomber Squadron was 
ordered to be grounded at Manston air drome, Kent. There had been a series of fatal accidents 



to Thunderjet 'planes, crashing in sea or on land. The ban was lifted, and, two days later, a Sky 
Blazer, U.S. jet was seen to dive suddenly, 2,000 feet up, and to disintegrate 20 feet above the 
runway. "There was an explosion and mass of flames." On the same day, a British Vampire jet 
suddenly crashed over Hensham, Cornwall; while, off the Yorkshire coast, wreckage was found 
of another meteor jet, lost in a flight. No trace of the pilot was ever found. 

February 2, 1953: A York transport aircraft, with 33 passengers and 6 crew, vanished on the 
Atlantic, on a trooping flight to Jamaica. On the day after its start, a radio man at Gander airport 
had an S.O.S. which ended abruptly. Sea and air search found nothing, and an official Court of 
Inquiry, in London, could find nothing to explain this mystery of the lost airliner, which was 
airworthy, and operated by an experienced crew. "Cause unascertainable", said the Court, in 
London. May 2, 1953\ A British Comet (jet) airliner met a mysterious disaster, immediately after 
it had taken off from an airdrome at Calcutta. Its speed was 500 miles an hour. Suddenly, it 
caught fire in the air, disintegrated, and crashed, the wreckage being strewn over an area of 55 
miles. An investigator from the British Ministry Civil Aviation, Mr. J. H. Lett, said that lightning 
'had not struck the Comet, nor had it come into collision with another 'plane, nor was there the 
slightest evidence of faulty materials, or bad workmanship. BUT HE FOUND THAT IT BROKE 
UP IN THE AIR, AFTER STRIKING SOME HEAVY AND UNKNOWN BODY! 

Nout. 17, 1953 : U.S. paratroop 'plane, over Fort Bragg, Calif., hits "invisible body", crashes, 15 
men killed, only survivor stating 'plane hit something, in air, "sounding like two automobiles in 
collision." Apart from any actual collision, what was this heavy and unknown body ? No one 
knows! Yet, as such terrestrial areo/brms are stages on the way towards future terrestrial space 
ships, has some mysterious cosmic entity a purpose in possible causation of disasters, such as 
this at Calcutta? 

Who, I must be forgiven for asking again, knows, or can, at this time, know? Yet, all this talk 
about golden-haired men in zoot suits, animated with the most friendly spirit, not willing or able 
even to kill an anopheles mosquito, and as unaggressive as a newborn lambkin, does not fit 
very well into the pattern of some of these mysterious events. 



CHAPTER XIII 


INTERPLANETARY TRAVEL : 

THE RED LIGHT 

Many of the riddles presented by these weird and elusive cosmic aeroforms are of importance 
in relation to our own terrestrial problems of the conquest of space and space-travel, which is 
far from "just round the corner." 

No one knows why some of the discs are noiseless, and why others emit distinct sounds. Nor 
do we understand how some of them can attain the fantastic speed of 5 miles a second, as the 
Washington (D.C.) airport radar and the theodolite calculated, when the saucers were seen for 
a long time over that airport, and even cruising high over the White House, in 1952! That riddle 
seems to be connected rather with a fourth dimensional plane of existence than with 
phenomena of our own normal third dimensional world. 

I here give some theories of a well known engineer, Mr. Frederick G. Hehr, who lives at Santa 
Monica, Calif., and who was in touch with me, in 1952-53 : 

Says Mr. Hehr: 

"Three-quarters of an hour before sunset, on a June day in 1953. I had a unique experience. 
Twice in one day I saw saucers, and witnessed a whole squadron of them go through various 
manoeuvres, lasting ten minutes. I was seated in the park, here, on the waterfront, chatting 
with a lady, idly watching a cloud-bank, above the ocean to the west, and which streamed 
inland over the mountains. Where it lifted over the mountain-edge, there was a fairly constant, 
but shifting set of holes. Unluckily, I had just exhausted my camera-film, when I noticed a 
brilliant white bar, with perfectly sharp contours, which was exactly horizontal, in one of the 
cloud-holes. It was joined by another, which simply appeared. Then others appeared in other 
holes. Now, one of the first took off in the line of sight and dwindled very rapidly to nothing. It 
returned the same way, in about 10 seconds. I think it had been up to Santa Barbara, and back, 
and I reckon its speed was around 7.500 miles an hour (2.083 miles a second). Now, they all 
formed a diamond pattern round a somewhat diffuse object, which lasted several minutes. A 
curious manoeuvre followed, as one after another suddenly disappeared from its station, and, 
at the same moment appeared somewhere else. At first, they each returned to their stations, 
and, later, jumped all over the holes. The round central object had vanished. 

"Now, one after another, they just switched off and were gone, and the whole show had 
vanished in a few seconds. Later the same evening, I saw one hanging beneath the moon. I 
watched it till I entered my house. I dashed for my binoculars, but, when I came out, it had 



vanished without trace. It looked like two Jupiters, closely coupled. 


"My conclusions are, (1): The objects are material, fairly large, say, 50 metres' span. Nothing 
immaterial will show such sharp outlines, or be so exactly reproduced. The ratio of their span to 
their thickness is as about 6 to 1. (2): They control gravity; since they hang so perfectly still. (8): 
They have no inertia; since nothing could withstand changes of speeds from 7,500 miles an 
hour to nil, without apparent acce/eration or deceleration, and avoid vaporisation. (4): Their 
motive power may be derived from hooking into magnetic energy, or currents. (Obviously not 
the classic magnetism of the 19th century -Au!) (5): They are manned by intelligent beings of a 
human order. They have human foibles, as is shown by their small errors and corrections and 
tendency to show our military authorities that a superior genius is at work. 

Their flathatting in such locations proves that. Being inertialess, they just go, or do not go. Their 
lack of weight and inertia make it possible for them to attain tremendous speeds with small 
power, as our terrestrial aeroforms can not attain, without tremendous power. (6): They are not 
what we call 'space craft'; for they probably would not function in space. Such craft have more 
compactness, and usually show some cone of ejection, and change in colour with changes in 
altitude, and/or acceleration. Of the latter, both the ball and shell form have been seen quite 
often. 

"It is intriguing that the show I saw was right over the hush-hush naval test station for guided 
missiles, at Point Mugu! 

"Now, their instant speed and stops and their speeds in between make them invisible, when in 
lateral motion. 

"I have other reports from people I know well. Here are a few. Freda owns a house in Topanga 
canon. One night, she was wakened by the flapping of a blind. She got up, looked out, and saw 
a silver bar hanging in the sky, quite near, with a pendulum movement, a slight movement. It 
hopped around, here and there. It would vanish, then return, as if quartering the 
neighbourhood, looking for something. Her description tallies with mine, except for the 
pendulum swing, the slow speed, and its slight rounding at the corners. A number of people 
have seen a round object showing different lights and colours, moving fast through the clouds, 
by day or night, the closest description being from a friend of mine who saw it over the sea, in 
daytime. He says: 'It was like a large ball, mostly silvery white, with flattened top and bottom.' 
(Vortical indentations). 

"Another friend came down to the San Joaquin Valley and bought gasoline from a station, north 
of Fresno. He saw the attendant keep looking all over the sky. 'Looking for saucers?' asked my 
friend, jestingly. The unexpected answer came: 'Yes, the darned things have been flying round 
here lately, every day. But there were no reports in the newspapers. Mine, also, were 
suppressed. 

"In 1909, an old man told me of many future things I should live to see. I should see radio, 



television, aero planes, submarines, and three world wars which would destroy our civilisation. 
He described the flying saucers and spaceships, their owners and their purpose here... In one 
year, I have had more than 20 independent sightings of a shell-like spaceship, seen all over the 
globe. 

"Here, on the west coast of the U.S., are certain 'mystery spots' in which gravity and light are 
distorted. They appear to be aligned in a straight path, having an average distance of around 
50 miles. I know of other cases of this phenomenon in many other states of the U.S., and there 
are at least two in England. Now, a curious fact emerges : 

Saucers and space craft seem to follow the lines of these mystery spots, as if they were 
beacons! They also often make right-angle turns where such lines intersect. 

"It is curious how unobservant most people are (While Same in England! The Author). 

I was watching the saucer show, there were thousands of people along the coast road and on 
the beaches; yet only I and my lady friend saw the saucers, and she, only because I pointed 
them out to her and told her what to look for. They were between us and the sun, but very 
much brighter than the clouds irradiated by the sunshine, and straight in outlines. If you 
visualise a piece of tantung or stellite, 14 inches long and inch thick, ground rectangularly and 
highly polished, you have a near approximation to what I saw". It is curious that Mr. Hehr 
mentions stellite, which is a hard, brilliant alloy of 75 parts of cobalt, 25 parts chromium, with a 
proportion of tungsten, or molybdenum, produced by melting these constituents together in an 
electric furnace, at more than 1,500° C. It is in two grades, one being used for high-speed 
cutting tools, cutlery and surgical instruments, or for scraping hot scale off billets; the other, as 
a nitric acid resistant material, and used in machine parts subject to wear, for drilling 
equipment, and in the oxy-acetylene blow-pipe and the electric arc. One may theorise that an 
alloy of this sort may actually be used in the construction of these weird aeroforms. 

Mr. Hehr considers the question which has perplexed many people. How do these visitants 
pass through the air at fantastic speed, and yet create no major disturbance in our 
atmosphere? 

"I think there is a progressive dematerialisation and rematerialisation of matter inside a field of 
force which encloses the saucer. Or, a structure so loosened that molecules of air pass through 
without noticeable friction. Or, again, the air may be scooped up, rendered weightless and 
inertialess within the force-field of the saucer, and, 90, passed around it and re-deposited, 
without addition of energy, or loss, in the rear of the saucer. It has been stated that the 
spacecraft have often noticeably shaken airplanes that have passed so near them as nearly to 
be in collision. Their speed is often far less than that of the saucers, at low altitudes." 

"I was told in 19os that a third world war may wipe out our civilisation, and that an older race on 
Venus is taking measures to re-establish a new and better order in the shortest possible time. 
The saucers have been taken out of storage, and are now being tested, in order to train crews 
in their handling. When the atomic bombs begin to fall, these extra-terrestrial aeroforms may be 



used to salvage what is good in our civilisation, either persons or things. The target-date for the 
start of the third war will probably be in 1960, the re-establishment of peace in 1965. In 
between, there may be little active war, but five years of chaos and total anarchy." All one can 
say is that it is quite impossible to evaluate such predictions; for this old planet of ours has 
been so threatened with annihilation, from the days of early Christians anticipating the "coming 
of the Sun of Man riding the clouds in glory", right through the early and later middle ages, and 
in the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, not to speak of the 19th century, that one is prepared to 
wait and see, and to suppose that a good many thousands of years, yet, lie before our planet, 
which the Jupiterians in "Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven," had, with derision, to use a 
large telescope (or was it a high-powered microscope?), to find on their colossal map of the 
universe! I am prepared to relieve of the burden of unwanted bank balances and gilded stocks 
and shares anyone contemplating running to the Andes, the high Himalayas, or the central 
highlands of Guatemala, for safety in the imminent wrath to come ! Imay also add, that quite a 
number of people have been less conservative than Mr. Hehr; since they have predicted the 
end of all things terrestrial in 1953! 

There arises the fantastic query several times referred to, in this book: Are there, among these 
saucers, entities from what some call etheric worlds, or the invisible doubles of planets, or from 
the visible worlds we see with the naked eye, or the reflector-telescope? The question is hardly 
likely to arouse much interest in the minds of the average scientists who measure and weigh, 
and heap up mathematical equations. And yet, the higher ranks of scientists have called in the 
metaphysical system of Kant in order to formulate a temporary theory about causation in the 
world of the atom! 

There are mystics who ask us to visualise a universe of units of varying orders and density, in 
which time corresponds to motion, in which units oscillate according to their order of density, 
governed by their law of motion. This theory appears to imply that there exist "invisible planets" 
of some fourth dimension, from which may come to our own third dimensional earth spaceships 
and satellite discs, moving at any speed they desire through fields of matter offering no 
resistance to their mass and motion. That is, that there exist "doubles" of the visible planets. It 
must also imply that these beings have devised some unknown method of insulating 
themselves and their crafts and aeroforms from the lethal cosmic radiation in space. 

How could they do this? 

Not by using the heaviest metal, lead, with its very heavy atomic weight, but by, in some 
mysterious way, closing up the electromagnetic fields of atoms and molecules, so as to impose 
an impervious shield to the penetration of dangerous rays. It is also implied that these invisible 
beings from the planetary "doubles" are not spooks or ghosts, but entities of another order of 
living matter. Even the metals of which their aeroforms are constructed are alleged to be, as it 
were, some isotopic form of our own terrestrial minerals, like copper and aluminium. And when 
this type of cosmic entity enters our own atmosphere, it must have the amazing power of 
transforming itself and its aeroform into our own third dimensional form of matter, and back 



again immediately. Whether these transformations are indicated by the sudden changes in the 
gamut of lights, shown by some of the saucers—red, blue, green, white, yellow and amber-no 
one can say. 

But, however one may regard these theories—and there is some observed basis for them, as 
this book has shown one must again stress that the so-called etheric visitant is only one of the 
types of saucers entering our atmosphere, and scanning our earth, and that there are at least 
20 other types which come from some unknown bourne, in space, of an order of matter akin to 
our own. 

But exactly what for these weird things, whether they hail from worlds in our own dimensions of 
space-time-matter, or from "etheric worlds" have come here, and are appearing, in our skies, 
so much more frequently than in the long past, no one can say. For the solution of this most 
portentous riddle of our age, we must simply wait and see, bearing in mind that, whether 
motivated by fear or not, some of them are very definitely hostile! 

We have yet to find out what are the mysterious substances that disintegrate, which have been 
dropped from saucers hovering over the U.S.A., and France, in the last five or six years. What 
purpose is being served by these mysterious substances dropped to the ground? If we knew 
that, we might have a clue to their purpose in exploring every part of the earth. On the face of it, 
the mysterious type of cosmic entity concerned has no desire that any terrestrial chemist, or 
metallurgist shall discover the nature of this strange exploratory substance. 

The tremendous problem of the source of propulsion of the flying saucers is of great 
importance to the pioneers of terrestrial space-travel. It seems obvious, that we, on this earth, 
have discovered no source of power which could drive aero forms at miles a second—even if 
we had the men who would not be blasted to atoms by the appalling stresses involved! 

The difficulty that confronts space travellers from the earth has presumably been overcome by 
flying-saucer entities. (I make the assumption that they are not terrestrial). With all the talk of 
atomic-powered vessels, it is still not known how to release atomic energy that is controllable! 
The heat emission from our atomic piles is not powerful enough to drive such vessels, while 
that from the atomic bomb is terrific and beyond control. If rocket-propulsion be used to propel 
and power spaceships, it is true that, as it works by recoil and not by driving force, it would 
probably be efficient in space beyond the earth's field of gravitation. But a rocket-propelled ship 
to the moon, with a motor that could generate power enough for a speed of 25,000 miles an 
hour, necessary when once the ship has escaped the pull of the earth's gravitation, is not yet in 
sight. Also, the cost of the fuel is prohibitive. 

Moreover, if such a rocket-ship were manned, the acceleration at the start would be, very likely, 
fatal to all on board. No one knows how, or whether cosmic rays could be used to drive such a 
ship. If one attempted to approach the speed of light—which, by the latest calculations, is rather 
more than 186,325 miles per second, in vacuo- then, according to Einstein's theory of relativity, 
matter would be converted into energy at such a speed. If this be so, it seems to follow that 



space voyages outside the solar system, where light years are the units, would see the 
volatilisation, or ethereanisation of space vessels, and all in them, speeding at the velocity of 
light! The corollary follows that the mysterious Foo Fighters', seen in 1944, must be etherian 
beings, or belong to a totally different order of entities from any we know. They must be living in 
a band of invisible wavelengths, in a world totally invisible to us on this earth! 

Besides nuclear fission, or cosmic rays, there exists another problematical source of power, 
such as the discovery of such a reactive force as anti-gravity. In theory, it would render a 
spaceship weightless, and allow of the generation of fantastic speeds without resistance. I have 
been told that the U.S. War Departments are, at this time, working on a "magnetic principle, or 
device" that may develop such speeds. 

Still another possible source of propulsive energy is suggested by the peculiar properties of the 
rare metal known as germanium which, when combined with nitrogen, converts sunlight into 
electricity. (But, of course, here arises the question to which no physicist or astronomer seems 
to have paid any attention: In the theoretical vacuum of outer space, with its theoretical 
absolute zero of temperature where all molecular movement ceases, will the spaceship find an 
electromagnetic radiation from the sun that does not contain heat as such, since heat may be 
the transformation of negatively charged electron particles, or waves, encountering positive 
charges of electricity in our own upper reaches of the atmosphere? If the change into electricity 
is independent of red and infrared rays in the solar spectra, the chemical combination may 
work!) 

It may be noted, here, that germanium is a very rare greyish-white metal found combined with 
argyrodite, and a few other very rare minerals. Argyrodite, again, is a steel-grey and very rare 
mineral of metallic lustre, which is a combination of silver, germanium and sulphur. Germanium 
was found in 1886 by the German chemist, Winkler. It is bivalent and quadrivalent. The famous 
Russian chemist, Mendeleef, discoverer of the periodic system based on the atomic weights of 
materials, which, in chemistry corresponds to Bode's astronomical Law in regard to missing 
planets, called germanium "ekasilicon". And, at a time when it had not been found, predicted 
that it would be found. As one has said, it is of very rare occurrence on the earth. 

But is it common on other worlds, in or outside our own solar system? Do any of these flying 
saucers, whose types are varied, come from a world where some metal like germanium is 
common, as is iron on the earth, and is used as a source of propulsive energy? If so, do they 
use it to activate motors in their space vessels, where propulsive energy is created from 
sunlight in space? 

Andre Fernand Roussel, who developed the dipolar vortex theory, of the ether-whirl of 
electricity, magnetism and radiation of matter to explain the self-perpetuating rotation of the 
earth and other planets, is the author of a book titled : The Unifying Principle of Physical 
Phenomena. His theory is that the earth and all the planets have an electron negative, or 
electromagnetic field. This field, it is theorised, could be used to provide power to start off a 
spaceship to go from planet to planet, using the electromagnetic field of force of each planet, in 



turn, and so need no other fuel. 

Do any of the cosmic visitants use this force-assuming that such fields exist? 

Roussel's theory is that the field is generated by a rotary spiral motion of the ether at the core 
of our sun. The spiral whirl creates and spreads a rotary field that reaches out far beyond the 
planet Pluto, on the bounds of our solar system. The extent and range of this rotary field of 
Roussel-which, it is to be supposed, is duplicated by other suns in the stellar universe—is 
apparent, when one recalls that Pluto, discovered in 1930, lies beyond Neptune, is computed to 
be 4,650,000,000 miles from the sun and has a diameter about twice that of earth, and a year 
equivalent to 300 of our years. These rotary fields are, in Roussel's theory, geared so that, at 
each pole of a planet, one flow of ether-energy streams in from the north, and another from the 
south pole. Both form a "stirring mechanism", or rotary field that "blows" through the crust of 
each planet, as through that of the earth, and keeps the planet rotating on its axis, like a 
gyroscope. 

Again, one may ask: Are these rotary fields of energy (if they exist), "tapped" by any type of 
flying saucer? 

There are other problems of the spaceship. 

For example, what about the effect on the human system when men are, or may be, one day, 
hermetically sealed in such a craft? A recent Hollywood film of a voyage to the moon by rocket- 
ship makes a great play on the difficulties met with, out in space beyond the earth's 
gravitational field. Men are shown letting go their hold on seats, to which they were strapped, 
and floating weightlessly and helpless in the inside of the ship. But nothing is shown, in this 
film, about how the problem of eliminating breathed-out carbonic acid gas is dealt with. If this 
oxidation process continued, the men in the ship would be asphyxiated, just as surely as they 
would be in a sunken submarine beyond the reach of help from divers and salvors. It is one of 
the many minor problems, of course. Nor is anything shown in regard to the circulation of the 
blood, when once the pull of earth's gravity has been removed. Little things of that sort are 
below (or above?) the attention of Hollywood! 

I mentioned above (p.p. 241-) the mystic fantasy, or story of Martian space men whose 
circulatory and eliminatory systems had to be adjusted, in some mysterious way, in order to 
enable them to function in conditions of low or zero (no-) gravity. 

Then, again, the problem of orientation on a voyage to some far more remote planet than our 
moon has to be faced, in conditions when radar guidance from the earth may not be available. 
All these and many other factors have to be taken into account, together with another danger 
revealed by the Smithsonian Institution at Washington, D.C., in 1934. It was found that, if it 
were not for the belt of atmosphere above the earth, all life would be wiped out by rays from 
vast "stars of death". There are "blue stars" in space that emit death, or lethal rays, which are 
screened out by a layer of ozone, high in the earth's atmosphere. This unknown cosmic factor 
suggests possible dangers arising from the explosion of thermo fusion (hydrogen), and 
thermonuclear, or atomic fission bombs, which may rupture a protective belt. These "blue stars" 



are said to have a surface heat of 36.000 degrees Fahrenheit, three times as hot as our sun; 
but the "blue stars", on the other hand, have been found to give off few or none of the sun's 
beneficial type of ultra-violet, or heat or infrared rays. 

When all these and many other factors-many still unknown -are taken into account, one gains a 
very lively notion of the problems perhaps already solved by the mysterious entities aboard the 
flying saucers! 



APPENDIX 


Since this book has been set in type, a number of mysterious phenomena and unexplained 
incidents have happened, or been disclosed, both in England and in the U.S.A. I summarise 
them: 

Mid-February, 1953: A curious story is being told by an official in an official attorney's office 
concerned with tracing lost persons, in Los Angeles, Calif. Two strange men, 6 foot 6 inches in 
stature, temporarily engaged by the director of this legal inquiry bureau, have recently 
disappeared. About January 20, 1953, these men, said to be emaciated, not very well clothed, 
bluish-green in complexion, and with prick ears like those of certain breeds of dogs, were given 
a job, in this Los Angeles department, to help in tracing lost and missing persons. They were so 
efficient that they astonished other investigators by tracing missing persons in a fraction of the 
customary time. It is also alleged that, one day, one of these two men leant over the steel top of 
a filing cabinet, and, with his curiously curved hand, scored an indentation in the steel at least 
inch deep! I am informed that it was noted that these two men had strangely curved wrists and 
hands, which appeared jointless and dif. ferent from the histological structure of human beings. 
They said they came from another planet", and, about the middle of December 1952, had 
landed from a small flying saucer, in the Mojave Desert, some 200 miles east of Los Angeles, 
and learnt to speak English by listening (presumably in outer space?) to broadcasts of radio 
and TVI The Federal Bureau of Investigations, in Washington, D.C., sent agents to investigate 
this affair; but, when the agents arrived in Los Angeles, the strangers had vanished. The 
indented steel was sent to a metallurgical chemist, who said that, to produce such indentations, 
would require a force of some 2,000 lb. to the square inch! It is also added that traces of more 
than a dozen unknown elements were found in the dents. The F.B.I. agents are said to have 
sent a secret report on the affair to Washington, D.C. Obviously, this story can neither be 
proved nor disproved, and the indented steel has been locked away. (Communicated to the 
author, by a correspondent in Los Angeles, Calif., who insists on anonymity). 

Author's comment It is difficult to know what meaning to attach to the story above, about the 
"unknown elements" in the indentation of the steel. All one can say is that, /T this story is not 
merely a hoax, these visitants had bodies not like our own, but metallic in a way unknown to 
the terrestrial human physiology. 

February 22, 1953: An ex-Australian Air Force officer, and his wife, sitting on the verandah of 
their house, at Adelaide, South Australia, were startled, at about noon, when, on a sudden, 



there shot out of the sky two rapidly rotating discs, a short distance apart. They got closer to 
the ground, then ascended and vanished. The officer rushed into the house for his binoculars. 
A few minutes later, the discs re-appeared, approached each other, almost met, and then one 
disc banked into a steep climb and went out of sight. When he looked for the other disc, it had 
vanished. A man at Elwood, Australia, reported the same phenomenon in late summer, 1953 

March 10, 7953: A woman at Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, saw at 1.30 a.m., a cigar¬ 
shaped thing with fluorescent lights gleaming inside it. It passed noiselessly across the skies 
and disappeared. 

July, 1953: A loud explosion startled a miner, Harold Adams, at Toms Creek, near Coeburn, Va., 
U.S.A Going into a field, he found a grey, putty-like substance which burnt his fingers. Nearby 
was a curious container like ivory, which he touched with a stick, and, throwing the stick into a 
brook, it burst into flames, exploded and cast water over many yards. Police impounded the 
substance, which a chemist said was metallic sodium. But how came it to fall in the middle of a 
field? Military 'planes do not carry this chemical, relatively uncommon and dangerous. 

Sepr. 3, 1953: A mysterious, very large and luminous object Nitted in the air around Bedford 
Park, Cleveland, Ohio. A youth of 18, named Cashman, told the police that "it threw a branch of 
a tree at him. It made a humming noise", hoveted motionless, and then whizzed off. It re¬ 
appeared in the park, two days later, and "threw a rock at young men who approached it". The 
mystery has not been solved. 

Some of these youths were injured. 

November 3, 1953: Boys and their headmaster, at a Roman Catholic school at Denton, 
Gravesend, saw at 4 p.m.-an hour later than a strange object seen on a radar screen of a 
Territorial Army unit, at Lee Green, about 18 miles away westward-a strange thing very high in 
the sky, emitting bright flashes intermittently, while it remained stationary for half an hour. It then 
moved eastwards towards the European continent. The Air Ministry explanation that this was 
merely a weather balloon does not explain how a balloon could remain stationary for half an 
hour and emit flashes. 

November 10, 1953: A newspaper in Bridgeport, Connecticut, reports that three men in black", 
believed to be agents of the Federal Investigation Bureau, or secret service agents, called on a 
man in that town, and sternly ordered him to shut down a journal, 'Space Review", organ of a 
body called the "International Flying Saucer Bureau". The newspaper says that these agents 
also caused the organisation itself to be closed up, and the membership dispersed. The man 
says he was so frightened that he could not eat or sleep for three days after. It is alleged that 
the man proposed to quote a prediction of the famous French doctor and astronomer, Michel 



de Nostradamus, buried at Saint-Remi, Bouches-du Rhone, in 1566. It is also added that this 
prediction was that "a third world war would break out soon, and that a big spaceship would 
land", in the U.S.(7), "to aid terres trials." The newspaper also imported that information about 
flying saucers from all over the world had been circulated by someone to the F.B.I. While some 
quarters in the U.S. protest at "an invasion of liberty in a free country", others speak of 
"mischievous vaticinations” that might cause hysteria and panic among badly fused elements of 
the American population, as actually happened in faked broadcasts in Tokyo and Ecuador, 
alleging that men from Mars had landed in the earth.Also, be it noted, in Gt. Britain in a fatuous 
and mischievous B.B.C. "Goon Show" flying saucer spoof, in early December 1953, at a time 
when flying saucers had previously been reported in English skies. I merely cite this 
Connecticut story, making no comment on it; except to draw the reader's notice to the previous 
item of February 1953, in which the F.B.I. are also alleged to have conducted an investigation 
into a saucer story. Another U.S. newspaper says that the Connecticut man told a reporter that 
he expected to be called to Washington, D.C., on a prolonged visit to some mysterious U.S. 
Govt, official. It is not generally supposed that the man is about to be appointed as first 
American ambassador to Mars or Venus. 

November 15, 1953\ A thing like a silver sphere went above and behind a Meteor jet "plane 
flying over Yorkshire, Eng. It was seen to descend lower in the sky, swinging like a pendulum, 
and then moved off at terrific speed. (N.B. Saucers with this curious pendulum movement have 
been seen more than once, high in British and U.S. skies in previous years. This book 
mentions several such incidents). The R.A.F. admit inability to find "a natural explanation in five 
per cent of all saucer incidents investigated. 

November 18, 195 3; Two U.S. Air Force pilots soared up to an altitude of 17,500 feet, over 
Ohio, in order to obtain a close-up view of a mysterious bright red object. When they landed to 
report, authority threatened them with a court martial if they talked to press or public about what 
they had seen. As it is unlikely that these pilots would have investigated a secret weapon or 
device, what is the U.S. Air Force trying to hide from the public? 

Nour. 22, 1953: At Bookaloo races, near the famous Woomera range, C. Australia, 350 out of 
358 pedigree homer pigeons entirely vanished, radioactivity after hydrogen (?) bomb explosion 
being suspected. 

November 29, 1953: Fire damaged hundreds of tons of hay and grain at two farms near 
Redcar, Yorkshire, Eng. Damage was said to be £7,000. (N.B. These fires had previously 
happened, in very mysterious circumstances, in the Cotswolds, Essex, Sussex, and in Deer, on 
Sir Winston Churchill's estate at Westerham, Kent. (Vide pages 279-283, supra). November 30, 
1 953: U.S. Air Force sets up 33 special cameras, in 33 states, to break down light and 



determine if it comes from tangible, or intangible objects in the skies. The U.S. Air Force 
headquarters, Wash., D.C., reveal that they have coloured cinema pictures of flying saucers 
flying over Utah, in 1958, and cinema photographs of saucers seen to fly into a "huge object 
over the Gulf of Mexico". These latter photos were taken by observers in a U.S. bomber 'plane. 
A well known U.S. airplane constructor, Mr. Martin, p diets that, by 2,000 A.D., earth will have 
achieved a flying speed of 7 miles a second! He does nof say where will come the men who 
can survive the terrific gravitational forces involved. The Canadian Royal Air Force sets up a 
flying saucers bureau in Toronto. 

December 6, 7953: An hotel worker at a place near Racine, Wisconsin, on the western shore of 
Lake Michigan, reported to the police that four strange men in green dresses and caps with red 
stars came ashore in a rubber lifeboat, and asked him where was the nearest airfield. He 
refused to say, and they got into their boat and went to another craft, about 200 yards off-shore. 
Coastguard vessels patrolled the lake, and Air Force 'planes searched a wide area north of 
Chicago. At the end of the hunt, General R. M. Woodward, Illinois Director of Civil Defence, 
called the report a "fantastic hoax". (7V.B. Apart from the unlikely fact that a man who has to get 
his living would be so foolish as to try to hoax the U.S. State police and security forces with a 
silly story, and invite a long gaol sentence, Chicago correspondents of mine write that there are 
unconfirmable rumours that these four strange men wore a dress like that of "midget saucer 
men" seen on a lonely lake in Ontario, in early July 1950. Vide chapter XI, p. 254.) 

December 12, 7953: Five people see, in daylight, at 6.40 p.m., a "splendid object in the sky, like 
a large electric globe, tapering to a point", travelling from the north, eastwards over Black Rock, 
Victoria, Australia. It vanished over the horizon. 

December 15, 1953: While the Italian railways declined to carry in their freight vans parts of the 
diabolical cobalt bomb which is said to treble the devastating powers of the "ordinary" hydrogen 
tritium bomb, and to be capable of making areas uninhabitable for centuries, newspapers in 
Berlin report that Soviet Russia has, on a new branch line of a railroad north of Lake Balkhash, 
in the province of Akmolinsk, in Russian Central Turkestan, a secret, heavily guarded 
establishment for the manufacture of these Satanic cobalt weapons. Vast hydroelectric power 
stations and a secret airdrome are associated with this strictly "forbidden" region. One would 
not wonder if this region is surveyed by the mysterious flying saucers. (N.B. Naturally, or 
unnaturally, Russia cannot hope to keep to herself a "good thing" like this; for, beyond a doubt, 
the rival combines are all earnestly engaged in preparing something bigger and better that will 
render all the planet uninhabitable for 10,000 years to cornel Au.) 

Dec. 16, 1953 : A mystery of the air: Four Meteor jet 'planes flew into thick fog over Waterbeach, 
Cambs., Eng., after taking off there. In a few minutes all the jets crashed, without collisions. 
Two pilots had to bale out, and one was hurt, after crash landings. These jets came down, 



three in Cambs., one in Suffolk. The singular official explanation was: 
"These jets all ran out of fuel". (V/'de January 11, infra). 


Now compare with the following: 

Right through 1950 and 1952, in the U.S.A., there were a phenomenal series of accidents to 
jets and military air transport, and commercial 'planes. There seems a very singular pattern in 
the mysteries, which I will outline in a moment. 

Summer 1950: Three new type jet "planes took off from a military aerodrome near Washington, 
D.C.-over which, that summer, literally squadrons of five-miles-a second flying saucers caused 
a furore in the radar room of the big commercial airport at Washington. On a sudden, all these 
three jets crashed into Chesapeake Bay, near Washington, and for no apparent reason. One 
pilot only survived, and could give no explanation, but said: "The 'planes just suddenly 
stopped". One jet was salvaged from the bay, and examined; but the U.S. Air Force never 
revealed the conclusions. 


August, 1950: Over Indiana, U.S., four of a flight of 8 jets suddenly all crashed at the same 
time. Official "explanation" was that ice had formed over the intakes of the jets and shut off the 
air supply; but several U.S. Air Force pilots immediately declared: "Impossible! The iets were 
not high enough for ice to form over the jet intakes." The pilots were suddenly silenced. No 
subsequent jet crashes were revealed to the public. 

1952: Three commercial 'planes, either taking off or coming in to land, at Newark, N.J. airport, 
within a few months of each other, fell into congested areas, two of the 'planes' crashes 
causing great loss of life, on the the planes' crashed causing great loss of life, on the ground. 
Public protests finally caused the airport to be closed. No satisfactory explanation of the 
crashes was ever given. All that was said was that the 'planes, for ‘some reason", went out of 
control and crashed. 

Incidental Pattern: These 'planes were all of the latest type, or carrying cargo, or personnel of 
exceptional value, skill, or special knowledge. It is to be noted, too, that all are stages towards 
terrestrial space craft. Is something", from outer space, trying to discourage experiments or 
accumulation of data? 

December 17, 1953: Householders and their terrified families, of Claremont square, Islington, 
north London, rushed into the streets in the early morning, informing the metropolitan police 
that there were strange reverberating noises in their houses which shook violently, as if by 
earthquakes. (N.B. TO attribute this phenomenon to airlocks in pipes, or to water cocks is 
wholly unconvincing; but, although proof is obviously impossible in the establishment of a 
causative link, it must be pointed out that mysterious phenomena, like flying saucers were, at 
this very time, reported by soldiers and airmen over London and 'Kent. I am also well aware of 



the logical fallacy: Post hoc ergo propter hoc! Au.) 


December 23, 1953: At 3.38 p.m., a great explosion was heard all over south and west London. 
Police were baffled. (N.6. There is no proof that any 'plane at this time passed the sonic barrier 
in flight. Phenomena of this sort might-proof is not at present obtainable—arise from differential 
"etheric stresses" met by the solar system on its voyage through space. It is, also, nonsense to 
say, as did one London newspaper, that pilots are not aware when they are passing the sonic 
barrier. The facts are that, as they approach the barrier, the tremendous compression of the air 
feels like a wall; but in passing the sonic barrier, the strange effect becomes one of relative 
smoothness in flight. On passing out of the barrier, the effect of wall-like resistance is again felt 
by the pilot. 

Vide mystery, infra, of January 3, 1954. Author). 

Christmas Eve, 1953 : The night express from Auckland, New 

Zealand, crashed through a flood-damaged bridge over the river Wangaehu, with loss of life of 
166 people. One theory is that the neighbouring volcano of Mt. Ruapehu, 9,000 feet high, had 
erupted, burst a wall of ice in a crater, and injected millions of gallons of water into the river 
Wangaehu, whose terrific force broke the concrete pillars of the bridge. (N.B. Apart from the 
fact that North Island, N.Z., an area of vulcanism, has a natural instability in the crust of th 
earth, disequilibrium may also arise, as in the case of some of the mysterious blasts in 
England, from some cosmic cause, or perhaps from differential etheric stresses. In some 
quarters, it has been urged that these crustal disturbances, and the increasing tempo of 
disintegration of lower-lying strata of the earth are being observed by some of the types of 
flying saucers. Au.) 

January 1, 1954: An experienced pilot, Captain D. Barker, of the A.N.A. airline, saw a very 
strange object, in the sky, above the Yarra Valley, Victoria, Australia, at 10.15 a.m., and visible 
for 12 seconds. "It was huge, had a speed of about 700 miles an hour, was well below the 
minimum altitude for normal craft's safety, was shaped like a metallic mushroom, shot off shafts 
of light as though it had been made of celluloid, and had what looked like an observation car 
under it. I am sure it was of solid metal, and very defi. nitely was not a Convair airliner. It few 
into clouds for a second or two, then sank down to an area of clear sky, and its colour changed 
from clear plastic to sky-blue. Size at least four times as big and speed ten times as fast as a 
DC.9 Other observers said the strange thing "seemed to have a transparent glass-like dome." A 
year before, an A.N.A. pilot over Mackay, Queensland, saw a similar object in the sky. Captain 
Barker adds: "Its main body was elliptical, with a long shaft of the length of its body, slightly 
curved, with a sort of control tower at the end." 


January 1, 1954: Racegoers at Hanging Rock, Victoria, Australia, saw a round silvery disc 



hanging stationary and noise lessly in the sky for 2 minutes. Then it turned on edge and 

vanished. Same c/ay, at 2.30 p.m., observers at Box Hill and Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, saw 

something high in the sky—and not a balloon-shaped like a queer box which was turning over 
and over slowly. Suddenly, something like a ball of vapour dived on the "box" at terrific speed at 
an angle of 45 degrees, and both objects vanished. Later, a thing like a sphere trail, ing vapour 
Aashed at vertiginous speed across the sky to the east. At 8.17 p.m., same day (Jan. 1, 1954), 
over Hampton Beach, Victoria, and very high in the sky, a “clear plastic like object, like a dish, 
rushed across the skyline." At 8.45 p.m., on the same day, a huge silver object of unknown 
origin was seen at other places in Victoria, Australia, coming down to a height of goo feet 
trailing a streamer of vivid red-blue flame, and then vanishing at amazing speed, until it was 
seen as if to dip downwards towards a high hill. 

January 2, 1954 : In the cellars of the splendid hotel de ville, of the ancient town of Arras, Pas- 

de-Calais, N. France, there was found a mediaeval manuscript which escaped the 

bombardment of the German artillery, in the first world war. The chronicler says: "In this year of 
our Lord, 1461, on the day of All Saints (Novr. 1), there flew high in the sky over the town a 
strange thing like a ship from which streamed fire." (N.B. In France, Louis XI had just been 
crowned, the "cannon of battery" was in use for sieges (a sort of mediaeval culverin), and 
across the Straits of Dover, in England, Edward IV was on the throne, while, on Towton Moor, 
some 33,000 men lay dead after an internecine battle of the Wars of the Roses, and most of 
the old English aristocracy had been extirpated. A u.) 

January 3, 1954: About 200 sheep were found drowned in dykes on the Isle of Grain, and on 
the marshes near Gravesend. They seemed to have stampeded in terror. What was very 
singular was that the sheep, in every case, stampeded in a westerly direction. (N.B. While there 
is no proof that flying saucers were the cause of this stampede, it must be observed that birds, 
such as pigeons, and sheep are very sensitive to appearances in the sky. The same 
phenomenon happened, in similar conditions to those of January 3, 1954, at 8.go p.m., on 
January 15, 1869, near Swaffham, Norfolk, when "something seen in the sky, and mysterious 
explosions," not of meteoric origin, stampeded hundreds of sheep; 

on Novr. 20, 1887 and Novr. 3, 1888, over an area of 210 square miles in Berkshire, and 
simultaneously on farms not contiguous; again, on Novr. 10, 1888, in the night, in the Thames 
Valley on farms scattered over an area of 70 square miles; yet again on the night of Novr. 19, 
1888, over a region in the Thames Valley, 220 square miles in area. The next morning, some of 
the sheep were found lying under hedges, panting in terror, and crowded into corners of fields 
on very widely scattered farms. On October 25, 1889, in the Chiltern Hills, and round Chesham, 
over a region of about 40 square miles, sheep in hundreds simultaneously burst out of folds 
and barns. The strange panic was contagious, though the farms and folds were miles apart. In 
one case, in Berks, on Novr. 20, 1887, the phenomenon happened at 8.90 a.m. In 1901, sheep 
similarly stampeded in the Thames estuary marshes. Apart from fog and mist, to which sheep 



are accustomed, it seems that mysterious cosmic phenomena cause the same disorientation 
and panic in sheep as one noted in the case of homer pigeons, in Australia, after the explosion 
of the hydrogen(?) bomb at Woomera, in summer 1953). Sheep, of course, like many birds, 
have a highly sensitive nervous organism, and are peculiarly susceptible not only to excitant 
and mysterious objects in the skies, but to high-pitched sounds. It may be noted that, as these 
sheep of the Thames marshes stampeded in a westward direction, whatever panicked them 
may have come in from the east or north-east from across the North Sea. January 3, 1954: Mr. 
John W. Boyle, vice-president of the Victoria (Australia) branch of the British Astronomical 
Association, saw at 11 a.m., on this day (Sunday), visible for go seconds, what at first looked 
like a piece of paper" blown by the wind, at a height of about 30,000 feet. But there was little 
wind, and the object resolved itself into something like aluminium rocking from side to side and 
flashing in the sunlight. Each time it flashed, a halo of purple shone round it. No vapour 
emitted, and no light of its own. If the object had been 30,000 feet up, he thought its speed 
might be 1,000 miles an hour, "five degrees a second", and its diameter about 60 feet. Mr. 
Boyle emphatically denies that what he saw was a cosmic ray balloon. He does not dismiss the 
theory that the object was interplanetary. "Any body", he says, "who denies the possibility that 
these things Inay be visitors from other planets, is either very frightened, or just plain stupid. 
Some people as I've seen myself at public lectures, on interplanetary travel, become seized 
with screaming horrors it one talks ot little men landing on the earth". 

January 3, 1954 : Weird spinning object, trailing an aluminium like streamer (Vide, also, January 
6, infra), seen by three women, over Footscray, Victoria, Australia. Time 8.30 p.m., high speed, 
cigar-shaped saucer flashed across sky of Victoria, was white, with blue flames, but no obvious 
propulsion unit. "Quite a common report", says Air Traffic Controller, in Melbourne, "and we 
can't find out what it is. Many of our staff have seen this thing". (N.B. He may like to hear that 
this "cigar-shaped object" has caused serious fires in both U.S. and England. Author). On the 
same night, an object like a rocket, with a blue trail, dropped 500 feet from the sky, vanished 
behind a belt of trees and came in sight again, in Victoria. (Melbourne airport has been choked 
with saucer reports). 

January 5, 1954: The curious phenomena, here recorded, appear to have begun in Sepr. 1953, 
and were very noticeable both before, during and after Christmas, 1953. In the wooded regions 
of Buckinghamshire, Eng., and close to the Chiltern Hills, mysterious noises, ranging in timbre 
and volume, from a persistent humming and deep vibration and throbbing to a sound like a 
motor lorry ascending a hill, or a 'plane "revving up its engines", or even to the noise made by a 
mammoth machine vibrating in a hollow, have maddened residents and kept them awake at 
night, it is peculiar that, of three bungalows on a hill-top at Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks., in this 
region, the middle bungalow has heard the mysterious noises only once, while the other two 
constantly hear it. The cause does not appear to be connected with telephone wires, water 
pipes, local factories, or engineering work, and the local authorities have given up the 
investigation as in vain. The Air Ministry denies that the phenomena are in any way linked with 



any establishment under their control. A similar phenomenon has been heard in Essex, north 
Lincolnshire, and in south-west London and Surrey. It has also been heard in deep-lying caves 
in chalk in Surrey, and at the bottom of a Yorkshire coal-mine. There seems also to be a 
subjective element, in that not all people hear it. 

Previous records are of a sound like wagons rumbling heard for 15 hours at Bulwick, near 
Peterborough, July, 1890; the mysterious sounds called "Moodus" by N. American Indians, 
which seem to be subterranean, heard in Connecticut, in 1791, 1880, 1891; strange noises in 
sky when a luminous object was seen, over Piedmont, Italy, and the Swiss Alps, and La Tour- 
d'Auverge, Puy-de-Dome, France, 1808; "cannonading in sky", heard continuously for a month, 
all day, at Melida Island, Adriatic, 1822; similar phenomenon at Gabes, coast of Tunis, N. 
Africa, July 1881; steamship "Resolution" heard a cannonading in sky over the Arctic, July 30, 
1883; cannonading in sky heard in N. France and Belgium, 1892, and 1893; same thing heard 
in Cambridgeshire, Eng., in January 1869; at Comrie, in Perthshire, explosions in sky, or 
rattling sounds, or ribbon-like flashes in sky, sometimes accompanied by ground tremors, at 
many dates between 1822 and 1894; great explosion in sky over Colchester, Essex, February 
1884. 

January 6, 1954 : Superintendent of Traffic Control, Dept, of Civil Aviation, Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia, appeals for reports of unidentified aerial objects. "They are not a joke," he says. The 
same department officially releases reports of saucers, seen between Novr. 1951 and July 8, 
1953, over New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland, observers including air pilots, radio 
operators, airdrome and fire station officers, control tower operators, and private men and 
women. Objects reported comprise : Illuminated cylinder, travelling at tremendous speed (June 
night); bright lights, not stars, travelling at high speed, horizontally (nights of May); silent 
formation in inverted V-shape, at great speed, without wakes; illuminated fishbowl-like object 
manoeuvring at high speed round a DC., 'plane, and then vanishing-no other 'plane then up 
(night of May); light ascending at terrific speed from 4,000 to 5,000 feet, also seen out at sea, 
nine hours later, at 3 a.m., May 17, 1951; lights in the air, not ground lights or from aircraft; 
brilliant light which pilot tried to intercept, but it flew away from Lincoln bomber; strange object 
seen over New Guinea (October 1953); round disc with long trail, like that seen by Captain 
Barker on January 1, 1954. It shot across sky over Bendigo. Not a meteor. A.N.A. line pilots 
report saucers over Sydney, N.S.W., one pilot, Captain Jackson, stating that a thing with an 
orange light at tail streaked towards the coast at 11 p.m., re-appeared two minutes later, 
completely circled his 'plane as if to examine it, then again vanished towards the coast. "A 
nerve-racking thing", he said, "A definite object, but control tower radar missed it." 

January 6, 1954 : Captain Ivan Woolley, another A.N.A, pilot, reports an experience of the sort, 
elsewhere mentioned in this book, which has happened in France and U.S.A. When mowing 
his lawn at West Footscray, Australia, he saw queer things like brown scraps of thin metal float 
down from the sky. At a height of about 200 feet, these metallic filaments suddenly shot 



upwards at terrific speed. Definitely not from weather balloons. Vide Jan. g, supra. (N.B. Novel 
feature of this incident is the apparent control of the objects from an unseen source). 

January 1, 1954: The Australian Flying Saucers (unofficial) Investigation Committee report 20 
sightings of saucers over Victoria, six being over Melbourne. 

January 7, 1954: Miss I. M. Lutze, driving on road near Ballarat, Victoria, reports that, on 
October 7, 1952, 28 saucers dived at her car, then turned upwards and vanished. They were 
not in formation, but scattered, silver-white in colour, and a beautiful sight against a clear 
afternoon sky. Fearing ridicule, she did not report them before. They travelled slowly enough to 
be counted, Dept, of Civil Avia, tion at Melbourne, points out that flutter at edge of short range 
radar often prevents detection of saucers, while, on long range radar permanent "echo" 
patterns on the screen may cause them to be missed. January 1, 1954: An unknown object like 
a disc with a wake 

of crimson light streaked across the N. French sky and fell with a violent explosion into the 
Channel off Dieppe. French military authorities deny that it was either a "plane or secret 
missile. Houses were shaken over a wide area. The blinding flash, white, then orange, was 
seen 80 miles away, and for three seconds was like the noonday sun at night. A French trawler, 
about go miles off the coast, said he saw "a tremendous bowl of fire flashover the sky in the 
direction of Dieppe. It left a wake of sparks." 

January 8, 1954 : "Terrifically bright object seen in north-west quadrant of the sky, at 9.45 p.m. 
Observer, Mr. Alan Brown of Hamilton, Victoria, Australia, says the object was like two saucers, 
the upper one inverted, Colour: bright orange. 

It left a vapour trail, visible for half an hour. 

January 8, 1954: About midnight, Mr. R. Cobain, of Sale, Victoria, Australia, saw, low on the 
horizon, a strange object "corrugated on top", and flashing crimson lights. He called 
neighbours, and they saw the object change from crimson to a misty green, move up and 
down, flash crimson again, and vanish. It did not reappear on the next night. 

January 9, 1954: Capt. W. Booth, flying an A.N.A. 'plane, 10 0 miles north-east of Adelaide, 
South Australia, saw a strange object very high in the sky, moving erratically after sunset. It 
circled slowly, and went side to side. The first officer, Mr. Furness, said the object was straight 
ahead and resembled the silhouette of an aircraft circling slowly, 50 miles away, but the A.N.A. 
'plane could get no nearer to it. 

January 10, 1954: For several nights running, a mystery man with Herculean physique, has 
caused trouble in a memorial park garden, at Heanor, Derbyshire. In the morning, the keeper 



has found steel name-plates, half an inch thick, broken in a half or bent double, and a copper 
beech tree snapped in two at the thick bole. The mystery man has also wrenched a sundial 
from its base, torn up 40 rose trees and 100 wallflower plants, and given the impression that a 
mad bull elephant has been at large, stampeding in the night hours. Police cannot find him, and 
£5 reward offered for his apprehension remains unclaimed. (Vide the incident, supra, of the 
strange man who indented steel half-an-inch, at Los Angeles, mid-February 1958). 

January 10, 1954: From 2.30 to 3.15 a.m., a bright planet-like object hovered, then moved 
swiftly, vertically, then sideways over Adelaide, South Australia. Four people watched it. Its 
colours ranged from white to deep orange. A bright pin-point of white light was seen to circle 
the object twice, at immense speed. The planet Jupiter was setting, but the swift sideways 
movement of the object was not that of the planet. 

January 10, 1954\ In fine weather and under a blue and nearly cloudless sky, the B.O.A.C. 
Comet jet airliner suddenly crashed into the sea off Elba Island, and near the too appropriately 
named "Calamity Point". A few minutes before the disaster, the Comet was in radio 
communication with other aircraft and sent out no distress signals, which may imply that the 
crash happened with strange suddenness. Italian fishermen say they heard three almost 
simultaneous explosions above a belt of cloud, and then "a silver object Aashed out of the 
cloud and hit the water". Theories include a turbulence in a clear sky for which there is no 
explanation. Whatever happened, the extreme violence of the explosions is suggested by the 
small size of the fragments of wreck age picked up. Previous disasters of this recent type of 
"stratosphere airliner" comprise a sudden crash with loss of 43 lives to a B.O.A.C. Comet, at 
Calcutta, on May 2, 1953, and a crash, with loss of all aboard, of a Canadian Pacific Comet 
airliner, taking off near Karachi, India, on March 3, 1959. All Comets now grounded. Italian 
doctors reported that there were no burns on the bodies of the dead, found floating on the sea, 
but that their legs and lower part of the bodies were crushed up. 

It was also found that there was no water in the lungs of victims found floating in the sea, the 
inference being that death took place before impact with the sea. Another significant thing is 
that only fragments of clothing on the upper part of the victims' bodies were found, which is an 
indication of the sudden impact on the victims of explosion-blast, or onde de choc. At Beirut, in 
Syria, the previous stopping, place, the authorities strongly affirm that there could have been no 
possibility of sabotage; since the airliner was under close observation. (Elba, in 1943, at the 
time of its invasion by the Allied Force, the scene of one of those phenomenal falls of ice, about 
two feet long, from the skies, which, from time to time, occur in the British Isles, in Europe and 
the U.S.A.) 

Mr. Lennox-Boyd, the British Transport Minister, states, in Rome, on 19 January, 1954: "Of the 
15 bodies recovered from the wreck of the Comet, and being presumably those of passengers 
sitting in the rear of the airliner, some of them appear to have been struck from behind by some 
sort of explosion. We must concentrate with great vigour on all possible causes of the disaster," 
he adds. 



According to a Rome newspaper, Professor Fornari, pathologist of Pisa University, who made 
an autopsy of some of the victims of the Comet disaster, found no external signs of burns, but 
the internal injuries to the Jung and heart tissues showed severe injuries, consistent with a 
sudden and violent explosion. Fishermen trawled up bits of the casing of the Comet ; but as the 
wreck seems scattered over a region of the sea-bed, about 19 miles south-west of Elba, and 
lies at a depth of about 80 fathoms, a difficult task con fronted the British Admiralty salvors from 
Malta. (Vic/e the disaster to Pilot Mantell over Fort Knox (Godman Airfield), Kentucky, on 
January 7, 1948, a curious periodicity noted before, pp. 90-4 supra). 

January 11, 1954: Three U.S. Air Force Sabre jets were flying at night near Darmstadt, 
Germany, when something caused their pilots to bale out. What happened to the third pilot is 
unknown. (N.B. What is decidedly curious is that, here, as in the exactly parallel incident 
recorded in the English east ern midlands, on December 16th, 1953 supra, the U.S. Air Force, 
like the British R.A.F., says that all these jets "ran out of fuel"!). 

January 14, 1954: The Department of Civil Aviation, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, receives a 
letter enclosing a report from an unnamed French professor of science, who alleges that flying 
saucers in opposed cohorts will fight out the next world war, black Jupes, or Jupiterians on one 
side, and Red Martians, on the other, with our old planet as their football. 

January 14, 1954: A disaster remarkably similar to that of the British Comet jet airliner, four 
days earlier, befell the air liner, Cloudmaste r, of the Philippines Airline, bound from Manila to 
London. Stories of what happened are contradictory: (1) She had signalled that she was about 
to land at Rome airport, when, as she turned at a height of 500 feet, there came a "tremendous 
roar of the engines", and she skimmed over a block of buildings, and crashed in a field, sixteen 
passengers being killed. As the Cloudmaster hit the ground,' a terrific explosion occurred in the 
20-foot crater she had dug on impact. Rain was falling in torrents. (2) The Italian Ministry of 
Defence says that the Cloudmaster crashed suddenly at a height of 6,000 feet. At 11.44 a.m., 
the Cloudmaster had switched over to the airport traffic control frequency for landing, as 
directed by the Rome airport control, and gave her altitude as 6,500 feet. Thirty seconds later, 
the staff of the airport control tower, saw the airliner about to crash and heard the blast of an 
explosion. She appeared to have plunged straight to the ground, after a sudden violent 
explosion. Exactly as in the case of the Comet, the Cloudmaster had not had time to send out 
an S.O.S. 

January 15, 1954: Four intelligent Australian aborigines rushed at 5 a.m. into the camp of an 
Australian prospector, Mark Mitchell, and his wife and excitedly woke them up. "Boss, we jist 
heard a strange whine cornin' from the east, above them clouds thar. We heard 'planes often 
enough before. It fair screeched as it passed. Crikey, boss, what name that fella?" Place : Hart's 
Range, 100 miles from Alice Springs, in the Northern Territory, close to the Tropic of Capricorn, 



and the first saucer known to have been seen there. 


January 20, 1954: The Royal Aircraft establishment for Research at Farnborough, stated that it 
had been found that the Comet jet airliner, G-AIYV, which mysteriously crashed (Vide page 289 
supra), at Calcutta, with loss of all 43 occupants, on May 2, 1953, had not crashed owing to 
lightning or explosion. Dr. R B. Walker, chief of the structure department, at Farnborough, 
stated that examination of the starboard and port main planes of the airliner, and the tailplane, 
gave the impression as "if they had all been torn off by a giant!" Something very abnormal 
occurred. In the House of Commons, the Minister of Civil Aviation said that detailed 
examination of four Comet aircraft that had been grounded threw no light on the disaster to the 
Comet airliner off Elba. 

January 21, 1954 : "Ghost of crashed airplane pilot, at English seance, in 1950, warns of 
entities from Saturn voyaging to earth, and studying hidden scientific forces, who must not be 
carelessly approached by self-destroying earthians". (Letter in Melbourne, Viet., "Argus".) 
Australian Air Minister, Mr. MacMahon, says his government has sent, to be processed, in U.S., 
a telephoto-movie of a saucer seen over Port Moresby. 

January 25, 1954 : British War Office and Air Ministry forbid servicemen to tell public of saucer 
sightings. 

January 27, 1954: Military and planes turn out in force when large unidentified object flies at 25 
feet above Quantico (TI.S.) air-base. Results: negative. Revealed that U.S. Navy Secretary, in 
'plane in mid-Pacific, was 'buzzed' by a saucer. Strange red lights, flashing from sky, and 
bursting into red fountain-sprays near ground, worry U.S. defence authorities. 

Summing up the flying saucer drama, which has been as tragic and singular in England, the 
Mediterranean, and the U.S.A., as portentous in Australia, in the closing months of 1953, and 
early in 1954, one might hazard the unpleasant Wellsian conjecture that there may be sinister, 
or hostile forces of unknown interplanetary origin which seem determined to keep aerodynamic 
and future extra-terrestrial explorers well within the limits of the sub-stratosphere, and have 
demonstrated their intentions and power in lethal ways. If this is not mere fantasy, nobody can 
foretell what we may expect when, or if, we proceed to the construction and launching of 
satellite space vehicles, as planned by Mr. Forrestal of the U.S.A. Government, and thence, 
proceed to attempt a landing on the moon. One may have very grave doubts about the 
optimistic calculations that, before the end of this present tumultuous century, earth will at last 
have succeeded in landing on her satellite, the moon. Is there any astronomical or cosmic 
reason why certain air disasters have occurred in the month of January? 

It may be a very long way off, yet, before England or the U.S.A. establishes a spatial protocol, 
and appoints the first ambassador from earth to the moon, or Mars, or some other world of 
which our astronomers have, at this time, no knowledge. If (and who can say?) there is a 



League of Worlds, we on earth have, as yet, no bright prospects of a seat on either the Council 
or the Assembly thereof. It is but too likely that those who come after us may find that man's 
road to the stars and the planets is paved with disaster on disaster. Before we arrogantly talk of 
conquering space, let us, without the aid of any official priest or scientist, first conquer 
ourselves. 

The advice is thousands of years old, but we have never taken it. 
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Objects flying in formation at a 
tremendous speed, and at an alti¬ 
tude of 12,000 feet. Photographed 
from his car by Mr. J. J. Jansson 
near Morristown, New Jersey, 
U.S.A. 

Photo by courtesy of Mr. J. J. Jansson. 


Photograph of a slow moving 
object, which looked glassy in the 
sky, but on the fllm appeared dark. 
Taken by Robert Kirk near 
Chicago, U.S.A. 

Photo by courtesy of Mr. R. Kirk, 
Chicago. 





Photograph of a Flying Saucer over Brazil. This looks like an aeroplane 
facing the camera, hut it is a Flying Saucer taken sideways. It first 
attracted the attention of the photographer because it moved sideways. 

Photo: Black Star 
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Photograph of a Flying Saucer taken in Brazil. The lower side appeared 
to be twice the size of a D.C. 111 aeroplane. 

Photo: Black Star 





A Flying Saucer photographed over Brazil. 

Photo: Hlack Star. 




A very bright, noiseless object photographed by Paul Trent over McMin- 
ville, Oregon, U.S.A., in 1950. Its speed was very high, as the blurring on 
the photograph indicates. The object appears to have a superstructure. 

Photo by courtery of Mr. P. Trent. McMinvtile, U.S.A. 






This is one of the cigar-shaped Flying Saucers, said to be hostile. Here it 
is shown releasing two satellite discs. Photographed by Miss Belle Malles, 
over Hawthorne, Calif., t’.S.A. 

Photo by courtesy of Miss H. Malles, Hauthorne, USA. 



Object observed by two 
witnesses, moving over 
Upper Gornal, Staffs. 
After crossing the face 
of the crescent moon, 
it remained stationary 
for about ten minutes. 
Photo by courtesy of the 
Flying Suucer Club. 


Officially “unidentified objects”, denoted by black circles, 
tracked on the radarscope at Washington D.C. Airport on 
the night of August 15th, 1952. 

Reproduction of art official dianrarn. 



